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Seek the comfort and warmth 
of our insurance solutions 





a First-Class Performer! 


The Meloche Monnex Insurance Program 





endorsed by: 
Call now for a free quote 
Png ConcorpbiA UNIVERSITY and you could win 1 of 2 
“~/  JALUMNI ASSOCIATION Mercedes-Benz C 230 Classic* 





You'll sleep better at night knowing Meloche Monnex is taking care of your insurance needs — the solution endorsed by 
Concordia University Alumni. We've been around a long time, providing superior service and fast, efficient claims processing 
to people like you. Look into our range of insurance solutions — including an international service for the whole family via your 
free, personalized card. 


* Automobile insurance solution ** * Home insurance solution 
* Wide Horizons Solution for travel + Micro-enterprise Solution for business 


* Health and Dental Insurance Program 


Visit our website: www.melochemonnex.com 


1-800-268-8955 + 1-800-361-3821 (québeconly) F™§' KA aloche Monnex 


* No purchase necessary. Approximate value of $38,000. This contest ends on December 10", , : . 

1999. In order to win, the selected entrant must correctly answer a mathematical skill-testing Where insurance IS a science 
question. To find out about the other ways to participate or to get the complete rules, please write . 

to “A First Class Performer!” Contest, Meloche Monnex, 50 Place Crémazie, 12 ” floor, Montréal, aN d se rvice, ana rt 
H2P 1B6. 

** Due to provincial legislation, our auto insurance program is not offered in British Columbia, A Canada Trust Company 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 
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Artist Josée Nadeau, BFA 85, in her Montreal studio. 
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For Art’s Sake 

Concordia studio arts students can learn a thing or two from 
graduates who've made it in the “real world.” 

by Philip Fine 


Alumni Profile: The Ride of His Life 

An excerpt from the diary of Michael Coulis, BA 93, from his 
cross-Canada bicycle journey, “Ride Canada Awareness,” to 
raise the profile of childhood sexual abuse. 

by Michael Coulis 


Queer Education For A Queer World 

Gay and lesbian students find refuge in queer studies, part of 
Concordia’s new minor in sexuality program. 

by David King 


Keeping their Heads High 
The Concordia Stingers football team at the Vanier Cup. 
by Howard Bokser 


On Raising Concordia’s Profile 
The Campaign for a New Millennium gears up for its final run. 
by Patrick McDonagh 


Read All About It!!! 
The Libraries benefit from a much-needed financial windfall. 
by Sylvain Comeau 
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The Editor’s Voice 


The editor's in a fightin’ mood. 


Concordia News 
Mary Robinson addresses Concordia; Y2K Task Force. 


Letters 


Advancement: You’ve Got Phone-Mail 
Student callers make the Phone-Mail program work. 


Association News 
Chapter highlights; Alumni Recognition Awards. 


Class Acts 
Class Acts; In Memoriam, Kudos, Coming Events. 


From the Archives 
Life in the classroom has changed. 


The Last Word 
Benet Davetian, BA 96, MA 98, puts Maclean's annual survey 
of Canadian universities to the test — and finds it lacking. 
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Alumni Golf Shirts 


Available with your choice of crest: Loyola College, 


Sir George Williams University or Concordia 
University, in navy or white, these 100% cotton, 
short-sleeved golf shirts are a must for your 
wardrobe. (Unisex sizes) 


Alumni Sweatshirts 


Also available from your favourite alma mater 
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Diploma Frames 


No need to procrastinate any longer, these frames are ready 
to use and “framing friendly.” Polished gold or wood with 


(Loyola, Sir George or Concordia) are 100% cotton, burgundy mats emblazoned with the Concordia crest, these 


long-sleeved sweatshirts in navy or grey. The perfect 


complement to your golf shirt. (Unisex sizes) 


All merchandise available in person at: 


frames are available in French or English. 


University Bookstore: 1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
By mail: 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Suite BC 101, Montreal, Qc H3G 1M8 


By fax: 514-848-2826 


By phone: (please have credit card ready) 1-888-777-3330 


Name: 

Telephone: 

Address: 

City: 

Province: Postal Code: 


PAYMENT: 
Cheque (made payable to Concordia University) 


Card Number: 


Qty Description Metal 
English Frame $45.00 each 
French Frame $45.00 each 


Insured Shipping and Handling (Canada) 
Golf Shirt (s) Crest 
Sweatshirt (s) Crest 
Insured Shipping and Handling (Canada) 


Please allow 6 weeks for delivery 





(Xe) arere)cetts| 
USN! VE RS Fy 
Visa (J MasterCard () 
Expiry: Signature: 
Wood 
$55.00 each 
$55.00 each 
Colour Size: QM QL XL $39.95 
Colour Size: QM GL OXL $49.95 


$ 6.00 


SubTotal] 


Canadian Residents add 7% GST 
Quebec Residents add 7.5% PST 
Total 
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’m a pretty non-confrontational 

guy. Usually. Last issue, for rea- 

sons only my shrink would un- 

derstand, I vented my spleen in 

the magazine’s Last Word col- 

umn, dissing the hard-line tactics 
of the “angry-phone” media and com- 
munity leaders. I knew I was asking for 
trouble — I felt like a lamb strayed 
from the lamb lobby on the way to my 
sacrificial slaughter. 


These are Fightin’ Words 









I'M ON A 
MASOCHISTIC 
BENT, DOC. 






Sure enough, the roasting came. . 
Several people told me they heard 
Howard Galganov, whom I singled out 
in the column, disparage me on his 
radio show. I suppose I should take mma 
= ZS 


this as a compliment — and at least 

it gave me a moment of minor (very 
minor) celebrity. Interestingly, none of 
the folks who heard Howard’s rant 
could recall exactly what he said, only 
that he mentioned my name, proving 
that indeed there’s no such thing as bad 
publicity. 

The column elicited the most response 
by far of any article from the 10 Concor- 
dia University Magazine issues that I’ve 
been involved with. Comments arrived 
to me by e-mail, snailmail and phone 
(some of these can be found on our Let- 
ters page), and in person. Despite the 
predictable reaction by Mr. Galganov 
and one or two others, the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the feedback, from fran- 
cophones, allophones and anglos alike, 
was strongly favourable. I was somewhat 
surprised by all the support, but in retro- 
spect shouldn’t have been, I suppose. 

Which leads me to this month’s issue. 
We introduce a topic that I originally 
feared might be controversial, but soon 
realized should not be in the least. In 
September, Concordia began offering a 
minor in sexuality, which includes 
courses in what has been lovingly called 





“queer studies.” Writer David King, 
BFA (theatre perf.) 97, spoke to the 
professors and students involved, and 
found that the courses offer gay and les- 
bian students a type of haven and cer- 
tainly an indication that they have now 
comfortably slipped into the main- 
stream. 

Concordia has always prided itself on 
being progressive, in everything from 
dealing with disabled students to offer- 
ing innovative graduate programs. The 
introduction of the sexuality minor is 
no exception. In the past few years 
Concordia has offered a growing num- 
ber of courses which would have been 
unfathomable even 10 years ago, 
courses whose names alone, such as 
Representation and Sexuality: Queer 
Cinema I, or Women’s Issues and Real- 
ities: Lesbian and Bisexual Perspectives, 
would still make some people titter. But 
for most of today’s students and recent 
grads, the presence of these courses is 
no big deal. And slowly, steadily, society 
at large is getting used to the idea that 
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our sexual preference is something 
we re born with, like freckles or double- 
jointedness, and that what I or any con- 
senting adult does in the privacy of our 
bedrooms is nobody’s damn business. 
Except, maybe, for academics. 

Of course, despite the recent ad- 
vances, gays and lesbians still don’t en- 
joy many of the basic freedoms 
“straights” do — such as freely kissing 
in public — and there are still plenty of 
sometimes dangerous homophobes out 
there — the awful murder of Matthew 
Shepard in Wyoming in October is just 
the latest example. But the loud cry of 

__ grief and anger at Shepard’s fate by 

~~ the great majority signifies that most 
people are fed up not just with brutality 
but with any form of homophobia. 

And if you’re still uncomfortable 
with the idea of queer studies, get over 
it — or complain on the radio. I like the 
publicity. ® 


Howard Bokser, 
Editor, MBA 1985 
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Concordia University Magazine welcomes 
readers’ comments. Letters should include 
the writer’s full name, address, school(s), 
degree(s) and year(s) of graduation for 
alumni. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. Correspondence should be 
sent to the Editor, Office of Alumni Affairs, 
Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. W., BC-101, Montreal, 
Que., H3G 1M8. Fax: (514) 848-2826, 
e-mail: howardb@coral.concordia.ca 

http: //alumni.concordia.ca/magazine 
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Alumni Weekend Get-Away in Washington, DC 

UOPFICIAL BOLELS Friday to Sunday, April 9-11 
: ) Alumni, their family and friends are invited to discover the sites 
and sounds of Washington, DC, in all its springtime glory when 
more than 6,000 Japanese cherry trees blossom! A limited num- 





Ritz-CARLTON ® ber of travellers will have the unique opportunity to join our 
MONTREAL ° ’ . . 
esteemed tour guides, Frederick Krantz, associate professor and 
1228 Sherbrooke St., West Montreal, Quebec’ H3G 1h6 permanent fellow of Concordia’s Liberal Arts College, and 
Tel: (514) 842-4212, 1 (800) 363-0366, ‘inet 
Fax: (514) 842-4907, Lenore Krantz, art historian and teacher at John Abbott College, 
http//www.ritz-carlton-montreal.com for this weekend of culture and fun! 


$139.00, Single/Double, September 1/98 - April 30/99, 


$153.00, Single /Double, May 1/99 to August 31/99 Price per person, based on double occupancy: $875.00 


Accommodation: Embassy Square, Summerfield Suites 
Price includes: 
¢ Return airfare Montreal-Washington, DC, 
with Air Canada m 
e Some ground transportation ul 
¢ Two nights at Embassy Square, 
including full continental breakfast 
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1659 Sherbrooke St., West Montreal, Quebec H3H 1E3 e Welcome reception at the Canadian AUER FR aihG 
Tel: (514) 933-3611, 1 (800) 361-7199, 1 (800) 361-3664 U.S. ; ani" i 
Fax: (514) 933-6967 Embassy ni 
http//www.tourversailles.com ¢ Guided tour of the Phillips 
$88.00, Single /Double Collection and Hirshhorn 
(Including Continental Breakfast) : 
September 1/98 to August 31/99 Sculpture Museum 


Maritine P 2 


1155 rue Guy Montreal, Quebec H3H 2K5 
Tel: (514) 932-1411, 1 (800) 363-6255 
Fax: (514) 932-0446 
http//www.hotelmaritime.com 


$89.00 Single /Double | ee . . 
September 1/98 to August 31/99 | Stratford Theatre Festival Alumni Weekend 


Friday to Sunday, July 16-18 


For this special theatre weekend package, we've chosen one 
classic musical, two great works by William Shakespeare, plus 
two behind-the-scenes tours. Take advantage of our superb 
group rates — reductions of up to 25 per cent — for a memo- 
rable weekend in this picturesque Victorian city. 


_— e Tidal Basin bus tour | oS | 
Hotel a reo ¢ and more! 


Only a few spaces left, _ 
so book now! 





MANOIR LE MOYNE 


HOTEL, & SUITES 


LE RICHE BOURG 


HOTEL & SUITES 





2100 de Maisonneuve W. Montreal, Quebec H3H 1K6 Price per person, based on double occupancy: $345.00 
Tel: (514) 931-8861, 1 (800) 361-7191 indi ar 
Fax: (514) 931-7726 Kindly note transportation is on your own. 
e-mail: lemoyne@iber.com Accommodation: The Victorian Inn on the Park 


e-mail: richebourg@iber.com Dithes fristhatese 
website: www.iber.com rice inciudes: 


$82.00 Single /Double, Junior Suite ¢ Two nights at The Victorian Inn 
$92.00 Single/Double, Executive suite e Two continental breakfasts 
September 1/98 - August 31/99 
ial iain init ¢ Welcome dinner Friday evening 
e Best tickets to the classic musical West Side Story and 
Shakespeare's. A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Richard Il 





NOUVEL ¢ The Festival’s Costume Warehouse Tour 
HOTEL e Sunday morning Backstage Tour 
e All taxes 
1740 René Lévesque, W. Montreal, Quebec H3H 1R3 Full payment deadline: Friday, June 4, 1999, 


Tel: (514) 931-8841, 1 (800) 363-6063 
Fax: (514) 931-5581 
$85.00 Standard/Upgrade, 1-29 Nights 
$64.00 Queen a Over 30 catia For a complete itinerary or more details, please 
(Including Continental Breakfast) call Gabrielle Korn at ( 51 4) 848-381 fe 
September 1/98 - August 31/99 





hanks to a year’s or- 

ganizational work 

by the Simone de 

Beauvoir Institute, 

Mary Robinson, 

United Nations 
High Commissioner for Hu- 
man Rights, made Concor- 
dia her only stop in Quebec 
on her recent Canadian tour. 
Robinson’s visit on Novem- 
ber 26 included an hour- 
long public address and 
discussion period. 

Robinson has been an 
enormously popular world 
figure since her days as Irish 
president, from 1990 to 1997. 
After her term ended, she 
was appointed to her present 
UN post. 

At her Concordia talk, she 
made it clear that at the level 
of the United Nations, influ- 
ence — moral suasion — is 
the essential tool for change. 
“I’m a catalyst,” Robinson 
said several times, and illus- 
trated how she works simply 
by naming the global trouble 
spots she has visited. By go- 
ing to a country as High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights and listening sympa- 
thetically to the right people 
— the indigenous activists, 
the women’s groups, the 
non-governmental agencies 
— Robinson becomes a visi- 
ble symbol of the world’s 
concerns. 

Her address at Concordia, 
sponsored by the centre for 
women’s studies, focused on 
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Mary Robinson makes her point at Concordia, 
November 26. 


women’s rights around the 
world. She spoke of several of 
her undertakings, including 
visiting a shelter in Phnom 
Penh for women who have 
escaped from Cambodia’s sex 
trade; of efforts in Japan to 
address the long-neglected 
“comfort workers” of the 
Second World War; and of 
the requests from women in 
Tehran for more information 
about the UN charter of chil- 
dren’s rights. During the 
question period following 
her speech, one student 
wanted to know why the 
United Nations Declaration 
of Human Rights, the 
groundbreaking manifesto 
drafted by Montrealer John 
Humphreys 50 years ago, 
does not defend the rights of 
gays and the disabled. Robin- 
son replied gently that 
though some of the language 
may be “a bit dated,” the De- 
claration was a revolutionary 
document in its time. 


Concordia strikes 
Y2K Task Force 


No, Concordia’s computer 
systems are not going to 
blow up at midnight, Janu- 
ary 1, 2000. The problems 
that could result from the 
millennial turnover — due 
to older computer software 
programmed without the 
year-prefix “19” — will 
probably be avoided with 
the help of Concordia’s Y2K 
Task Force. 

The glitches have already 
started, according to John 
Woodrow, Director of In- 
structional and Information 
Technology Services (IITS). 
Systems for long-term em- 
ployment contracts and 
multi-year research grants, 
faced with dates after 1999, 
have given the electronic 
equivalent of a helpless 
shrug. “We have had to deal 
with those problems manu- 
ally,” Woodrow says. The 
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major systems at Concordia 
have already been made 
Y2K-compliant. The student 
information system, because 
it was built at the University, 
was overhauled in-house. 
The financial information 
system is being totally re- 
placed. The library system is 
now compliant, and new 
versions of systems software 
are being tested for Ad- 
vancement and Human Re- 
sources/Payroll. However, 
smaller systems remain to be 
fine-tuned. 

In general, the computers 
at risk are those acquired be- 
fore about 1993. Woodrow 
says, “Concordia is relatively 
lucky, because compared to 
some universities, we're 
fairly centralized.” Still, he 
adds, “I'd like people to have 
a general knowledge of the 
problem. It’s relatively 
straightforward, and we 
have a process underway. 
Nobody’s going to be left 
behind.” Funding of about 
$100,000 has been set aside 
for the Y2K project, mainly 
for staff, but the committee 
hopes to get the bugs out for 
much less. ® 

— Barbara Black 


Concordia’s Year 2000 com- 
mittee Web site ts at http:// 
mac-Peterp.concordia.ca/ 
year-2000-menu.htmil. 

For more on Y2K in general, 
they recommend http://www. 
year2000.com 
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“Chance” 
encounters 

In response to your column 
“Our Blown Chance” (The 
Last Word, December ’98), I 
would like to know what the 
hell you have done to pro- 
tect us from being steam- 
rolled by the separatist 
movement. You are so off 
base when it comes to pro- 
tecting English rights and 
standing up for Canada it is 
sickening. If it were not for 
Howard Galganov, Guy 
Bertrand, William Johnson, 
Brent Tyler and those like 
them, I would have packed 
up and left Quebec the 
month following the 1995 
referendum. Your attitude 
almost cost us our country. 
Frank Mattiole, BA 84, 
GrDip 85 

Montreal 


Your editorial “Our Blown 
Chance” contains a realistic 
depiction of Quebec’s politi- 
cal portrait. Polarisation in 
the political debate is indeed 
a plague that affects and vir- 
tually paralyses every demo- 
cratic exercise in this 
province. I’m afraid, how- 
ever, that electing a Liberal 
government last November 
would not have made any 
difference in that matter. 
But what do calls to mod- 
eration really mean when 
they lie smothered in finger 
pointing? It’s easy to blame 
just about anyone for the 
decaying tranquillity of 
Montreal’s anglo commu- 
nity: public opinion, radio 
hosts, militant groups of all 
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categories and political be- 
liefs, in short, just about 
anyone who does not share 
our opinion. It’s only a mat- 
ter of us and them, of black 
and white (or rather red and 
blue), of good and evil — 
and even the fight against 
polarisation has become po- 
larised. 

And who says moderation 
is an acceptable option when 
an institution like Concor- 
dia, instead of choosing 
among Canadian speakers 
with intelligent and sustain- 
able points of view, invites 
Diane Francis to speak, 
which can hardly be inter- 
preted as a gesture of good 
faith, let alone rapproche- 
ment? Although I am confi- 
dent someone, somewhere, 
might conveniently be 
pointed at and blamed for 
such poor judgement, it is 
my opinion that when look- 
ing for compromise and 
conciliation, using self-criti- 
cism would be far better 
than hunting for scapegoats. 
Maybe then — and only 
then — will moderation 
stand the weakest chance in 
the great open of Quebec 
politics. 

Gilles Bureau, BA (comm. 
studies) 83 
Montreal, Québec 


I have to thank you for your 
editorial “Our Blown 
Chance.” It was brilliant! 
This is the first time ina 
long time that I have seen an 
article describing the “Que- 
bec situation” as it really is. 
Ever since | moved “down 
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the 401,” I’ve been amazed 
by the misconceptions peo- 
ple have here about what 
goes on in Quebec. It’s ex- 
actly as portrayed in the car- 
icature that accompanied 
your editorial — people here 
think life in Quebec is a con- 
stant battle between the 
“two sides,” and that anglos 
are attacked and/or flogged 
in the streets daily for daring 
to speak in English. 

Andrew Gurudata, BCSc 90 
Toronto 


I had the pleasure to read 
your article “Our Blown 
Chance” in the last issue. In 
my city I’m not in contact 
with many anglophones, but 
I always have good relations 
with them when we do 
meet. So I’m often sur- 
prised, astonished, by the 
virulence of the words — 
and sometimes, the igno- 
rance — of some columnists 
from other parts of Canada. 
So much scorn! I agree with 
you about the moderation of 
the people on the street- 
level, in spite of their politi- 
cal discordance. 

But why did your univer- 
sity invite Diane Francis, one 
of the most aggressive and 
narrow-minded “calum- 
nists” in Canada, to give a 
lecture in front of a presti- 
gious audience, including 
your president? I’m sorry, 
this is a piece of moderation 
that I don’t understand. 
Mario Bélanger 
Service des communications 
Université du Québec a 
Rimouski 


Manrie-Louise Deruaz 





Suzanne Erb researches 
cocaine addiction in rats at 
the CSBN lab. 


Fun research? 
I realize that universities are 
underfunded, but how des- 
perate are we that we would 
sell our souls to the pharma- 
ceutical companies and 
carry out their vicious cor- 
porate agendas? I was 
shocked and angry to realize 
that my alma mater is con- 
trolled by the pharmaceuti- 
cal company Pfizer. 
Concordia takes Pfizer's 
dirty money (selling un- 
proven drugs to people 
which cause serious side ef- 
fects, e.g., Viagra) and con- 
ducts research on helpless 
animals for studies we al- 
ready know the answers to. 
The article on “Rats on 
Cocaine” (in “Taking it to 
the Next Level,” December 
98) disgusted me. We see a 
student researcher getting 
rats addicted to cocaine. Her 
quote at the end of the arti- 
cle was too eerie: “I’m enjoy- 
ing it very much. It’s a fun 
project.” FUN? To torture 
rats? | am ashamed that 
Concordia is a party to such 
experiments — what or 


WHOM will be next? Would 
the University agree to tor- 
ture humans in experiments 
if Pfizer offered a new build- 
ing? I am afraid Concordia 
will soon be known as Pfizer 
University, Montreal 
branch. Concordia, please 
stop these experiments. 
Gregg Schiller, MA (ed.) 93 
Vancouver, BC 


York plans 

I was both saddened and dis- 
couraged to see Concordia’s 
recent plans for a new devel- 
opment on the York Cinema 
site (“Governors approve 
Concordia’s master plan,” 
December ’98). These plans 
entail the demolition of the 
historic York Cinema, one of 
the best Streamlined Art 
Deco theatre buildings in 
Canada. How ironic that the 
article is directly preceded by 
“Forgotten History,” by his- 
torian David Jay Bercuson. 
His notion that our under- 
standing of our past is neces- 
sary for forging our future is 
a basic yet poignant message. 
It applies to our built her- 
itage equally well. 

At the end of 1997 I met 
with Vice-Rector Charles 
Emond to discuss the vari- 
ous options for an adaptive 
reuse project for the build- 
ing. Last year a representa- 
tive of Heritage Montreal 
also met with Mr. Emond. 
Apparently our input has 
gone unheeded. No inde- 
pendent study of the site to 
determine its architectural 
value and potential for reuse 
has been commissioned. No 





restoration architect or 
specialist has been re- 
tained. 

A more interesting and 
creative solution can be 
found for the York site. 
One that will cherish our 
past and accommodate 
the University’s present 
and future needs. There is 
an opportunity here to 
follow the lead of the Al- 
can headquarters on 
Sherbrooke Street, where 
the old is integrated with 
the new. Let’s see a better 
plan, more fitting of an 
educational facility, with 
vision, quality design and 
respect for Montreal’s 
unique heritage architec- 
ture. 

Janet MacKinnon, BFA 84 
Founding President, Historic 
Theatres’ Trust 

Westmount, Que. 


Vice-Rector, Services, 
Charles Emond replies: 
Last summer, we acquired 
the York Theatre property 
and adjoining lot to help 
consolidate the University, 
provide better facilities and 
allow for program growth. 
We were immediately con- 
fronted with deciding 
whether to restore the York 
Theatre and the apartments 
and commercial storefront 
that are integrated into the 
same site. 

The Historic Theatres’ 
Trust makes a compelling 
case for preserving buildings 
of historic importance. The 
difficulty is whether Concor- 
dia should use the limited 
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The historic York Theatre, in the 
old days. 


government funds promised 
for new construction or the 
donations it hopes to receive 
from alumni and friends to 
preserve this now badly de- 
teriorated building. This 
would make sense if the re- 
stored facilities met the Uni- 
versity ’s needs, but initial 
assessments suggest that 
they will not. At best, they 
would either replicate exist- 
ing holdings or require users 
to accept far less than ideal 
space. Another major obsta- 
cle is the high cost of restor- 
ing the crumbling York 
Theatre site, which is likely 
to be about $4 million. The 
University will be challenged 
to raise enough money to 
meet its own needs, let alone 
adding this further expense. 
I explained these very real 
limitations to Janet MacKin- 
non in our initial discus- 
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sions, and suggested 
that the Historic The- 
atres’ Trust could take 
the lead in raising the 
required funds. I indi- 
cated that Concordia 
University would coop- 
erate in this endeavour, 
and that we would not 
proceed precipitously to 
demolish the building. 

Our plans to develop 
the York Theatre site 
are far from final. We 
expect to develop this 
site in two phases. The 
part of the lot where the 
York Theatre buildings 
stand may not be ex- 
ploited for another 10 
years, although the 
structural integrity of 
these buildings would al- 
most assuredly be affected 
by Phase | construction. In- 
deed, we have recently had 
to invest significant sums of 
money to retain the brick- 
work of the fragile York 
Theatre building, as it was 
becoming a danger to pedes- 
trians. 

Over the next six months 
to a year, we will be dis- 
cussing the future of the 
York Theatre with the City 
of Montreal and other inter- 
ested parties, such as the 
Historic Theatres’ Trust. 
The options range from 
complete restoration to se- 
lective restoration to out- 
right demolition. However, 
it is clear that saving the 
original building, while a 
valiant project, will almost 
certainly require separate 


funding. ® 
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ying under a warm light and with his head in both 


hands, a nude male model poses for students in the middle 
of their painting class. With brushes slowly mapping curves 
across the paper of their easels, the students are taking the 
time to focus on those elusive details of the tableau: the mod- 
el’s look of resignation, the soft sagging rolls of his stomach, 
the difference between the stubble on his face and that of 
his shaved head. The students know that when they leave 
Concordia’s studio arts department of the Faculty of Fine 
Arts, moments like these will be harder to find. The subtle 
textures of a subject may not be as apparent or as wondrous 
after a hard day’s work at a job that pays the rent. 

According to the most recent statistics, a Canadian painter 
or sculptor earns on average slightly higher than $14,000 per 
year — and only half of that comes from selling art. How, 
then, does a university whose slogan is “real education for 
the real world” prepare student-artists for a profession that 
seems at odds with making a living? Penny Cousineau, chair 
of Concordia’s studio arts department, admits that unlike 
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such programs as computer science or electrical engineering, 
“no company comes here to recruit.” But she says that being 
an artist is a life-long occupation, and her program aims to 
help students find their niche. 
* While there are many related careers available to those with 
backgrounds in studio arts, from web designing to interior 
decorating, there are a significant number of Concordia grad- 
~ uates who have made a career in the more classical studio-art 
, path, including Giuseppe Di Leo, BFA 78, Dominique Blain, 
tw. . _ BEA79, Marc Garneau, BFA 79, MEA 87, Veran Pardeahtan, 
BFA 93, MFA 96, and Naomi London, BFA 87. But these are 
still exceptions. 
~ Professor Danica Jojich (pronounced da-nitz-ah yoych) 
- ervieve studio arts majors are a realistic lot. “There’s not too 
- “much romanticism among them,” she says. Jojich, herself an 
e - accomplished avant garde artist, has been a studio arts profes- 
_ Asor at Concordia since 1989. She has exhibited solo shows 
‘ in eight Canadian cities and has been involved in over 40 ex- 
“Fibits, and she has written more than her share of grant pro- 
posals, Last year Jojich designed a course called Professional 
Practices which introduces students to marketing and busi- 
ness skills and teaches such practical tools as networking, tap- 
gPing available resources and applying for grants, writing about 
~ ow art and securing insurance for art work. 
oa The professional practices class has a re- 















p -. . Examples of artwork by student Melodie 
Davis and alumnus Luigi Discenza. 


volving door of guests from the local art 
community, from curators to documentary 
ag filmmakers. On this day there’s no guest, so 
Jojich fields questions: “If you’re writing a letter 
~ toa Montreal curator, does it have to be bilin- 
gual?” — it’s good etiquette; “Do commercial 
galleries do social art?” — some will, especially 
P if they target collectors; “How long are most 
shows?” — four to six weeks. And so on. 
Much of Jojich’s advice for these students cen- 
tres around becoming a self-enterprising 
artist and making good connections in 
the community. Graduating students can 


; 


also receive assistance from Concordia’s 
Career and Placement Service, which 
helps them find stages or entry-level 
positions in museums or galleries, for 
instance, as a way into the art world. 
In 1998, 182 jobs came through the 
centre, including such postings as an 
archivist at the Canadian Centre for 
Architecture and a studio background 
artist for Columbia Tri-Star Pictures. 
(Students and alumni can find the listings at Concordia’s web 
site — http://www.concordia.ca, click on Student Services — 
Careers and Counselling, then Career and Placement.) 

For those intent on making it as an artist, Jojich says it’s a 
must to keep people in the local art world informed of what 
you're doing. During Jojich’s class, someone asks if it’s “tacky” 
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Studio arts professor Danica Jojich with student Michelle Bush. 
Jojich says adamantly, “There are more than 10 people in Canada 
making a living from their art.” 


to distribute flyers to advertise their show. They'll soon come 
to realize that promoting themselves is never “tacky.” 

The students could learn a lesson or two in the art of brash 
marketing from Josée Nadeau, BFA 85. Nadeau paints fora 
living. But she thinks not only about her art but how to sell it 
and to whom. Nadeau is the antithesis of the stereotypical bo- 
hemian artist. Self-assured and polished, she regularly makes 
the rounds at the celebrity party circuit, 
cornering stars and others who can af- 
ford to shell out between $3,000 and 
$10,000 for her paintings. Among the 
notables who have found themselves owners 
of her Monet-inspired landscapes are actors 
David Hyde Pierce — Niles Crane on televi- 

sion’s Frasier — and Pierce Brosnan — a.k.a. 
James Bond — as well as Montreal mayor 
Pierre Bourque. 

After she first graduated from Concordia, 
Nadeau found herself in the business of 
selling something less glamorous than art: 

photocopiers. But she longed to paint — 

a passion she first discovered in uni- 

versity and rediscovered several sum- 

mers later. “I said to myself,” Nadeau 
remembers, “ ‘If I can sell copiers, 

I can sell paintings.’ ” Today, she not 
only sells her original paintings but is 
also regularly commissioned to paint 
gardens and country homes. 

Nadeau’s success is not simply about 
marketing: for the past three summers 
she has been honoured with a rare invi- 
tation to study and paint at Monet’s 

garden in Giverny, France, by the garden’s curator. “I don’t 
try to paint like Monet,” Nadeau says, “but there I get a feel 
of the subject matter, a sense of his peacefulness.” She’s now 
preparing to exhibit in a New York art gallery, where her 
paintings will sell for up to US$30,000. 





Another graduate still very active in Montreal’s art scene 
is David Liss, BFA 87, director/curator at the Gallery of the 
Saidye Bronfman Centre for the Arts in Montreal. He’s not 
surprised at the statistics revealing how little money artists 
make. “It’s the same for anybody pushing the edge of human 
creativity,” he says. Liss acknowledges that only a handful of 
his fine arts classmates from the mid-eighties are still involved 
in the art world. In the 1980s, Liss recalls, many artists put up 
their own shows, where selling beer and the occasional paint- 
ing made for a party and vernissage in one. He sees the entre- 
preneurial spirit as even more apparent — and necessary — 
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today, in light of fewer government grants and a commercial 
gallery scene that, he laments, “is dead.” Cheap rents and 
industrial-area lofts make Montreal a perfect place for artists 
to base themselves, though. “People from other cities drool 
when they see what we have,” he says. 

Liss’s advice for artists trying to make a living is to cozy up 
to some of the many artist-run galleries, as well as to keep in 
touch with galleries in active centres such as Toronto, New 
York and Vancouver. Liss, who was trained as a printmaker, 
admits, “You may have to take a job outside the art world in 
order to survive.” 

Some of Jojich’s recent students have found different ways 
to keep themselves in the realm of art. “People are doing 
such interesting work,” she says proudly. For instance, Roya 
Movafegh, BFA 93, found her artistic niche in New York, 
where last summer she organized a project for children in 
Harlem to take pictures with disposable cameras. Word got 
out about the kids’ photos — which were then displayed in 


"I said to myself,” 
Nadeau remembers, 
"If 1 can self copiers, 
I can self paintings.” 


several galleries — as well 
as Movafegh’s own pho- 
tographic work, some of 
which pays tribute to the 
historic hardships of her 
fellow Baha’i in Iran. 
She’s now awaiting word 
of a possible show at the 
Museum of Modern Art. 
Luigi Discenza, BFA 94, 
was a student who wrote 
an article for a catalogue 
for Jojich’s exhibit last 
year at the McMaster 
Museum of Art in 
Hamilton. He’s now ie 
building up his art 
portfolio and trying to 
launch a writing career. 

He shoots photographs e 
and paints with acrylics, . » 
often focussing on his 
Ville D’Anjou neigh- 
bourhood. 

While studio arts students are aware that few members of 
their chosen discipline are looking for a good off-shore bank 
account, they say they have no choice in the matter: art chose 
them. One of Jojich’s students compares the need to practice 
her art with the need to eat. Another, Melodie Davis, admits 
to thinking about her ceramics every night when she goes 
to bed. “It’s primal,” she says, adding that while creating “ 
you feel like a giant.” Another member of the class, Jennifer 
Carroll, expresses the optimistic view shared by her fellow = © _| 
students: no matter what hardships she may find lying ahead 
of her, she says, “Art will definitely be a part of my life.” ® 
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Philip Fine, BFA (theatre arts) 85, is a Montreal freelance writer. 
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Last May, Michael Coulis, BA 93, set 
out on a cross-Canada bicycle excursion, 
which he called “Ride Canada Aware- 
ness,” to raise the profile of childhood 
sexual abuse. Here are some photos he 
took along the way accompanied by 
excerpts from his diary — a splendid 





travelogue of our vast country. 
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here were many things that brought my wife Kerry and I 

together: our mutual love of the arts, philosophy and the 

outdoors, and not least our Catholic background. How- 

ever, as is often the case, the definitive quality of our re- 
lationship did not spring from what we shared explicitly but 
rather from what was not talked about, and what is perhaps 
our society’s greatest-kept secret, common to so many yet so 
destructive. My wife and I were both victims of childhood sex- 
ual abuse. We struggled with what this meant in our relation- 
ship once it was no longer a secret. Before there was time to 
resolve our pain and difficulties, my wife died in a car acci- 
dent: on May 3, 1997, Kerry was gone. 

Silence about sexual abuse, and the difficulty it brings its 
victims, led me to undertake a campaign last summer I called 
“Ride Canada Awareness.” On the first anniversary of Kerry’s 
death, I set out on my bicycle from her resting place outside 
Toronto to ride across the country, speaking loudly about child 
abuse and neglect. I went east, arriving in St. John’s for Canada 
Day. Then I flew west to B.C. in mid-July to begin my trek 
back to Toronto. I completed my ride October 31. What fol- 
lows is just a glimpse of my 9,100-km odyssey across Canada. 


LL 
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PHOTO +( 

MAY 3, PEZCINSFIELS, ONT: Start 
day, 8:00 a.m., with twin brother Patrick, 
Victims of Violence board member Ron 
Wood, me and Margo Jugaz. Pat and 
Margo rode with me to Toronto. 


PHOTO +2 

MA F, OTTAWe. In front of the Peace 
Tower. I was welcomed warmly in Parlia- 
ment in a speech by Eric Lowther, Reform 
MP, Calgary Centre. | Lowther authored Bill 
C-284 (offences against children), passed in October, 
which gives parents a “right to know” if a child-care applicant 
had previously been sexually abusive. | 


MAH (4, QUEBEC CITY: I headed from Ottawa to Mon- 
treal in gale-force winds. I soon realized: one thing to sit in a 
comfortable chair making plans, quite another to be “doing 
the event.” Cycling itself is a huge task. Add the daily routine 
of unfolding and folding a sleeping bag and Thinsulate mat- 
tress, pitching a small nylon tent which is the totality of my 
home, pulling my dinner out of a gunny sack which trails be- 
hind me all day, and making tea in the pot I just ate brown 
beans from. 

Montreal is a remarkable city, and in the summer! Its only 
drawback was crossing the Jacques Cartier Bridge. I hadn't 
noticed (before it was too late) the sidewalk that cyclists are 
obliged to take. Crazed motorists whipped by me at Mach I, 
screaming superlatives which I do not believe were compli- 
ments at my shiny bike. Arriving in Quebec City was my first 
break, with the winds finally gusting from behind. I chose 
to travel easterly because I was informed that the prevailing 
winds are out of the west. Don’t believe everything you hear, 
especially if it’s related to weather. 


JUNE &, +rAUF Acc: [arrived in this lovely but cold and wet 
city two days ahead of schedule and am now getting ready to 
attend a city-wide picnic rally addressing child abuse. Sheldon 
Kennedy’s team has organized the event and I’m tagging along 
for the publicity and, hopefully, the carbos. {Sexually abused 











hockey player Sheldon Kennedy was on a similar awareness- 
raising tour.| I’m soon on my way to Charlottetown, whose 
mayor, George Macdonald, I met while in Ottawa. So far I’ve 
met up with some Reform MPs, done two interviews, and had 
a frank talk with Andy Scott, MP for Fredericton and Solicitor 
General of Canada. 


PHOTO +3 
JUNE 23, GeOS HORNE NATIONAL PACH, NELD. 


FttoTo +4 

JULY 2, ST JOHN'S. Cycling the rock called Newfound- 

land has been the most challenging and rewarding. This 

province is the richest in majestic scenery, scents and fresh 

air. When you meet a Newfoundlander you feel you've 3 
known them for 20 years, they’re so open and friendly. 
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I met up with my brother Patrick and we left Port Aux 
Basques on June 20 and navigated our way, via the Trans 
Canada, to St. John’s (960 km) in nine days. On Wednesday I 
broke my record for distance over straight time. The next two 
days we slowed our pace considerably as I was now nursing a 
severely strained left patella for my efforts. 


PHOTO +9 

JULY (@, VicTO@1~ | arrived in Vancouver July 10, re- 
assembled my trusty chariot and was once again pushing the 
pedals. I had already been at the most easterly land mass of 
North America, Cape Spear, Nfld. I travelled by bus to Tofino, 
B.C., on the west coast of Vancouver Island. I was feeling a 
great deal of trepidation about the return trip of 206 km to 
Nanaimo. As it turns out, the ride was the most exhilarating 
to date. What was most spectacular was the difference in the 
surroundings to where I had been just a week earlier in New- 
foundland. Where there was rock and barren landscape in the 
east, | was now engulfed by giant fir trees and lush vines cov- 
ering the trunks of everything as far as the eye could see. 
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JULY 20, VAN COUVee: Trouble in paradise! When I de- 
parted Victoria I got 3 km and wham! — a pain in my behind. 
I have an aggravated sciatic, and today a chiropractor told me 
I’m laid up for two weeks. The family I’m staying with have 
opened their home to me for a month if it takes that long. The 
sun is out, the sky is blue and I have shelter in a wonderful 
home. Things could be much worse. 


AUGUST (IS, ANAZOMST MOUNTAIN, &.C.: Last 
Wednesday the chiropractor gave me the “go-ahead” and off 
I went. I felt confident that my eastern segment had prepared 
me for the elevations out here... WRONG! Now I know what - 
a real mountain climb means. It took three hours and 40 min- 
utes to reach the summit of Anarchist Mountain. 


FHoTo +6 

ALAAUUST Zl, CALE Av24: Last week, I went 70 km up to 
the 1,330 m-summit at Roger’s Pass in five hours. One day 
back in Nova Scotia it took me five hours to go 50 km — 
downhill! — because of the head winds, so five hours for 70 
km was a piece of cake. A few days later, with 220 km to go 
to Calgary, the temperature had dipped and now I was riding 
in extremely cold conditions, Everything I was wearing was 
damp, my feet went numb from the steel-shanked shoes and 
my riding gloves were soaked. I had been cycling for four and 
a half hours before sun shone over the mountain tops. I’m 
now in Calgary, resting. 


SerTretsee 4, 2EGiN My ride from Calgary to here 
was 790 km and took five days. It took me just 50 km from 
Calgary to become sick of riding in the Prairies. It was a men- 
tal challenge, but physically challenging too. First, it was in the 
high 30s and there wasn’t shade on the entire route. Second, 
the Prairies are the windiest region of the country, and much 


to my dismay, the prevailing winds didn’t always blow from 
west to east. Finally, the flatness means very little coasting. 
There are also fewer opportunities to get out of the bike’s 
saddle, and as a consequence my saddle is just a bit tender. 

I stand a lot here in Regina. I’m still enjoying myself, and the 
campaign has been getting some good media out here in the 
Prairies, but I’m also feeling a little homesick. 


PHoTo +7 
SEPTEMBER 4, NEAS BZANEOON, MAN: The hay is 


starting to get to me a bit. 


SEPTEMBE (9, WINNIUCEG: It’s cold and wet and Fall 
is upon me. The weather now reminds me very much of what 
it was like when I began my trip in May, and the lighting is 
softer, less intense, finally! I’m really excited about seeing the 
Fall colours of northern Ontario, a contrast from the barren 
fields of the Prairies. Seeing and experiencing these natural 
differences makes you wonder how we came to identify our- 
selves as part of one nation called “Canada.” 


OcCTOB Ee (3, THUND Ee B+: I’m back on track! Two 
weeks ago a chiropractor forced me to take a two-week rest. 
The coalition against childhood sexual abuse here in Thunder 
Bay has contributed funds to my ride, ensuring that I’m able 
to spend the next 10 nights in more comfortable accommoda- 
tions, with heat and a shower. So I won’t be out under the 
snowy skies of the North in my tent at night. The chiropractic 
clinic that I was attending here in town has also waived their 
fee. I have truly been blessed by people’s desire to help where 
they can. 








PHoTo +2 

OCTOBEe 3(, TORONTO: | finished my remaining kms 
with laps around the Ontario Provincial Legislature Building, 
Queen’s Park Circle. Metro Toronto’s finest showed their 
support. 


NOVEMBE 4, TORONTO: This is the end of my reports, 
at least until my next fancy, a global trek on my bike. If it hap- 
pens, it won't be for another year. I’ve yet to readjust to being 
home and I will enjoy this for a while before setting off again. 

My campaign’s achievements are not marked by how | influ- 
enced the national agenda, but by how I may have influenced 
individuals I met along the way, sharing their grief, guilt, rage 
and disappointment. The problem of child sexual abuse is 
much larger than a fellow on a bicycle could ever imagine fix- 
ing. However, at a critical moment when I really began to won- 
der just what good was achieved in taking six months of my life 
to cross the country with the message “Child Abuse Must 
Stop,” I received an e-mail from a young man in British Co- 
lumbia: “Always remember, Michael, it is better to light one 
candle than to curse the darkness.” This one comment from 
one survivor is truly the hallmark of my achievement. 


MICHAEL COUUS, 
ADS CANADA AWAZENESS 


Since his return, Michael has applied to the MSW program at 
Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, and has presented for 
social work, community development and underprivileged youth 
programs in Toronto. He’s developing his diary into a book. 

For more information on Ride Canada Awareness, call 

(613) 233-0052. ® 
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ast October, University of 

Wyoming student Matthew 

Shepard was picked up in a bar 
by two men pretending to be gay. They 
then brutally beat him, crucified him 
and left him hanging until he died. Shep- 
ard’s death, reminiscent of old racial 
lynchings in the American Deep South, 
brought an outpouring of shock and 
sympathy, and sparked a national debate 
over U.S. hate crime legislation and civil 
rights for gays and lesbians (who often 
refer to themselves as “queer”). 


{ 


Professor Tom Waugh in his Montreal 
home. He says that when more 
courses in queer studies were added 
to the curriculum in the early "90s, 
“There was not much resistance, 
merely some indifference. Though | 
admit | did receive a small share of 
hate mail over the years.” 
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The day after Shepard’s murder, in 
what seems a world apart, Concordia 
cinema professor Tom Waugh walked 
into a crowded, sombre classroom of 
his Queer Theory students. “At that 
moment,” says Waugh, “everyone was 
aware that what we were doing was not 
just academic, not just theoretical, that 
it was very much connected with what’s 
going on in the real world.” 

Queer Theory is one of five core 
courses under the umbrella of Concor- 
dia’s new minor in sexuality program. 
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The 27-credit interdisciplinary minor, a 
joint effort of the Fine Arts and Arts and 
Science faculties, was developed to give 
students the opportunity to research 
“empirical, theoretical and creative as- 
pects of sexuality.” The minor is attract- 
ing students from varying backgrounds 
and academic disciplines, including fine 
arts, anthropology, religion and litera- 
ture. For Waugh, a long-time advocate 
of gay and lesbian issues at Concordia, 
it’s an opportunity to integrate the 
burgeoning field of queer studies into 

a larger framework. “It’s very exciting 
to be in a field that’s constantly shift- 
ing,” he says. “Civil rights and queer 
studies are unrecognizable in terms 

of where they were just five years ago. 
Public politics has changed so much.” 

Gay and lesbian students, who make 
up less than half of the minor’s enrol- 
ment, are drawn to its gay-related 
courses to study the cultural influences 
that shape their daily lives, blending 
theory with reality. Mark Leger, a coun- 
sellor with Concordia’s counselling and 
development department, acknowl- 
edges that for queer students this is not 
only educational but extremely healthy. 
“The message from the courses,” he 
says, “is that being gay is alright, it’s 
accepted, and it’s promoted — this is 
something we can study, talk about 
and don’t have to hide. The courses 
also work on a social level — society 
is talking about it.” 

Leger coordinates Concordia’s new 
Pride Support Group, a discussion 
group for men and women about sex- 
ual orientation, sexuality and identity. 
He also counsels students individually 
who are “coming out,” and encourages 
eligible students to take courses within 
the new minor. “Concordia is definitely 
one of the top universities for gays and 
lesbians,” says Leger. “We have these 
studies and many resources, as well as 
the Queer Collective on Mackay Street. 

The evolution of queer studies at 
Concordia may be difficult to recognize 
for a new student. The Simone de Beau- 
voir Institute offered Concordia’s first 
course in lesbian studies in 1985 as part 
of its interdisciplinary minor. That 
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same year English professor Robert 
Martin gave a course called Sexuality 
and Textuality. In 1989, a small group 
of professors rang in with queer-related 
courses in other departments. Martin, 
as Waugh recalls, “was a real pioneer of 
studies in homosexuality and American 
literature. I think he attracted a wave of 
intellectual activity at Concordia.” To- 
gether, Waugh and Martin developed a 
Gay Literature and Film course and also 
tackled internal politics at Concordia, 
fighting for same-sex spousal benefits. 





Also in 1989, anthropology professor 
Frances Shaver arrived at Concordia, her 
foremost research on the topic of prosti- 
tution. Shaver soon began teaching 
Social Constructions of Sexuality, which 
she continues to offer within the minor. 

By the end of 1989, Waugh and Mar- 
tin had already begun planning “La Vie 
en Rose,” Quebec’s first gay and lesbian 
studies conference, in conjunction with 
UQAM. The four-day event, held in 
1992, gathered 1,500 researchers from 
around the globe. Queer studies had 
finally “come out,” and more courses 
were soon introduced at Concordia. 
(Martin soon transferred to the Univer- 
sité de Montréal to become head of its 
English department.) 

Immediately following “La Vie en 
Rose,” two committees began dividing 
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Waugh’s time: the Lesbian and Gay 
Task Force, established to investigate 
issues facing queers in academic and 
non-curricular areas; and a new HIV 
Advisory Committee, dealing with 
HIV/AIDS and related projects. Shaver 
became a major player on the Task 
Force, which presented a final report 
in March of 1994 recommending 
Concordia establish a solid infrastruc- 
ture for lesbian and gay curriculum. 
“The six-credit HIV/AIDS course be- 
came first on the list,” Shaver recalls. 
“Tom had wanted assistance in finaliz- 
ing the course, and I went with him to 
Burroughs (now Glaxo) Wellcome 

for funding, which we fortunately re- 
ceived.” Concordia lent facilities, and 
the course took off in 1994, earning 
Waugh and Shaver the First Graduating 
Class — or “Guinea Pig” — Award at 
convocation, for the most innovative 
contribution to University life. Follow- 
ing its success, the Task Force contin- 
ued fundraising for an inter-faculty 
minor of interdisciplinary studies that 
would integrate the HIV/AIDS course 
with lesbian and gay studies. After four 
years of planning and the backing of 
Quebec’s Ministry of Education, the 
minor was officially launched last 
October with the much publicized 
three-day “Sex On the Edge” confer- 
ence. Over 150 scholars from various 
disciplines participated, and presenta- 
tions included such provocative topics 
as “Organs and Orifices,” “Internet 
Porn” and “Transsexual Images and 
Identities.” 

The minor in sexuality’s course 
lineup has included Issues in Sexuality 
Research, Lesbian Issues and Realities, 
Sexuality in the History of Religions 
and Shaver’s ongoing course, Social 
Constructions of Sexuality. 

Waugh describes his Queer Theory 
course as cultural and historical, draw- 
ing less on the gay movement than on 
the history of sexuality itself. “The the- 
ory of homosexuality in the late ’80s,” 
he reveals, “became split into ‘essentialist’ 
— that we can study the historical 
queer figure — and ‘constructivist’ — | 7 
that it’s meaningless to talk about 
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homosexuality in an historical context. 
The course is certainly influenced by 
that debate.” 

Outside the classroom, it appears that 
students joining the discussion groups 
at the Queer Collective on Mackay veer 
towards constructivist. “We’ve had sev- 
eral discussion topics about gay cul- 
ture,” says Dat Ngo, Concordia student 
and co-chair of the Concordia Queer 
Collective, “and the consensus is that 
there’s not a gay culture, that it’s indi- 
vidual. There’s such a need for belong- 
ing that gays and lesbians have hidden 
behind this artificial ‘culture.’ But not 
everyone wants to be marginalized. It’s 
a touchy subject.” Back inside the class- 
room, Waugh and Shaver recognize 
that stirring up this sort of debate is an 
important role of the minor in sexual- 
ity, leading to what Shaver describes as 
“more room for social science research 
on sex and debate in a public forum.” 

That is, if the minor continues. 
Despite its groundbreaking success, 
Waugh’s HIV/AIDS course faces 
closure because Glaxo Wellcome has 
stopped their sponsorship, and Concor- 
dia’s administration may do the same. 
“They're cutting back and giving us a 
hard time about financing this pro- 
gram, Waugh reports. “The faculty 
sees the course as a luxury, even with its 
very healthy enrolment. They want it to 
be a profit-making course or not at all.” 

Shaver warns of another problem: 

a shortage of professors. Waugh agrees. 
“The courses are overloaded. One 
human sciences professor is paying 
her TAs out of her own pocket,” he 
reports. “We need a full-time appoint- 
ment, and I don’t think the deans are 
going to go for it.” Waugh is plowing 
ahead, seeking support for the HIV/ 
AIDS course, trying to secure courses 
for the minor from the history and 
English departments. The professor 
remains confident that queer studies 
have found a permanent home in 

the minor. 
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Dat Ngo, co-chair of the Concordia 
Queer Collective, at their Mackay 
Street location. Ngo admits, “I don’t 
think gay and lesbian students 
necessarily value the resources 
available, so | try to bring that up as 


discussion topics. The minor will benefit 


them, particularly new students.” 


In a Queer Collective discussion one 
Friday night, the activism and gains of 
their predecessors seem to be lost on 
some of the younger gay and lesbian 
students. Dean of Students Donald 
Boisvert, BA 75, MA 79, concerned 
after Matthew Shepard’s murder, has 
asked Ngo to find out whether queer 
students have any special requirements. 
Students respond that Concordia has 
all the resources they need to prevent 
discrimination and harassment, includ- 
ing queer education. Many mention 
Quebec’s human rights code and Con- 
cordia’s “less institutionalized, open” 
environment for queers, a safe haven 
for those from less metropolitan areas. 
“I was trying very hard to respond to 
Dean Boisvert,” Ngo says later. “It can 
be paradoxical if you want to integrate 
into society and yet ask for special 
needs. On the one hand, we don’t need 
a gay toilet. Perhaps people have needs, 
but I’m not aware of anything at this 
point — most Montreal gays and 
lesbians are more concerned about 
their individual lives.” Shepard’s death 
seems far away to these students. 

“T think activism dies down with time,” 
Ngo says. “Gay bashing continues, 
these incidents continue, but it’s not 
what it was before.” 
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Waugh disagrees. “If people think it 
couldn’t happen here, they are deluding 
themselves,” he warns. “I think we’re 
fortunate that Concordia is so tolerant 
and diverse, but murders like Joe Rose’s 
(killed at a Montreal Metro station in 
1989] have only happened within the 
last 10 years. The Matthew Shepard in- 
cident had this sexual dynamic to it — 
he thought he was picking up two gay 
men. So it’s conceivable.” And though 
Leger has not had to deal with trauma 
resulting from violence — on or off 
campus — he’s counselled students 
who fear violence or other forms of 
abuse. “You have an extreme incident 
like Matthew Shepard’s, but a gay stu- 
dent can also go to the washroom in the 
Hall Building and read ‘I just killed four 
fags’ scrawled on the walls, get called a 
‘fag,’ or simply listen to people’s harsh 
comments. It all has an equally insidi- 
ous effect.” 

Sounds like an ideal topic for a 
course. “I think that there’s a feeling 
of great expectation and excitement 
for students that goes beyond acade- 
mic,” Waugh observes. “Here’s a course 
that speaks to me personally and speaks 
to my life. There’s more emotion in- 
volved. There are never students sitting 
in the back of the class falling asleep.” ® 


David King, BFA (theatre) 97, is a Mon- 
treal freelance writer and general man- 
ager of OUT Productions theatre group. 


Manulife 
Financial 


masterpiece 
Ol protection for 
just pennies a day. 


If you're like most Canadians, you havent given 
enough thought to really protecting what matters 
to you, so your Concordia University Alumni 
Association wants you to know about some 


invaluable protection you can easily afford... 


Think about it - insurance is more than just money. 
It's groceries, clothes, rent or mortgage and everything else 
your loved ones may depend on you to provide. It’s also the 
satisfaction of knowing you won't leave your debts behind. 


That's why your Concordia University Alumni 
Association negotiated this Alumni Insurance Plan. It offers you 
solid value at rates economical enough that you can afford all 
the coverage you need for your peace of mind. 

The Plan is backed by Manulife Financial, one of Canada’s 
most respected life insurers. The Concordia University Alumni 
Association negotiates the low rates, and ensures that the Plan 
provides you with a wide range of important features you 
won't easily find elsewhere. 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to take full 
advantage of your Concordia University Alumni status. Imagine 
the satisfaction that will come with having superior protection 
at a down-to-earth price. Find out about our valuable and 
affordable Term Life, Major Accident Protection and Income 
Protection coverage designed for Concordia University 
Alumni. 





Call Manulife Financial 


toll-free for free details and an easy application: Concordia 


University 
Alumni 
Association 


, 





The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company 


& lose” usually doesn’t count in sport — it’s the 
victors who get the cigar. But for the 1998 Concordia 

football Stingers, coming this close to beating the heavily 
favoured University of Saskatchewan Huskies in the Vanier 
Cup, November 28, was a triumph in itself. After reaching the 
CIAU championship game thanks to two heart-stopping play- 
off wins — including an overtime victory against Laval that 
stretched over two days — the Stingers nearly did it again. 
They led with less than five minutes left in the contest before 
falling 24-17 in front of a national television audience and a 
SkyDome crowd of 15,157. 

The stands were teeming with Concordia supporters, 
many of whom had trekked to Toronto from Montreal — 
including two busloads which left Loyola at 5:30 a.m. on 
game day — and they made their presence felt by hollering, 
bearing banners and waving the Concordia maroon and gold. 

While the Huskies were making their third Vanier Cup ap- 
pearance in the past five years, this was Concordia’s first-ever 





Running back 
Evan Davis, Jr., 
breaks out 

for a 55-yard 
touchdown run. 


Concordia supporters held nothing 
back encouraging their heroes. 
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visit. It allowed our University to gain some national acclaim 
and the players to savour the hoopla of award banquets, me- 
dia scrutiny and playing at the impressive (albeit financially 
troubled) SkyDome. 

Coach Pat Sheehan, BSc 78, GrDip (sports admin.) 81, 
did a wonderful job keeping his players focussed on the 
game despite the potential distractions. The team played 
extremely well, led by quarterback Jon Kronemeyer, line- 
backer Dwayne Bromfield, running back Evan Davis, Jr., 
and receiver Sylvain Girard. And although the match 
was lost on a turnover with only 2:08 remaining, the kids 
appeared disappointed but not devastated at game’s end. 
The players walked over to the stands to hug and chat 
with family and friends, and coaches joined their wives 
and children. They had survived the season, the week, the 
game, and they took back an experience they won't quickly 
forget. And of course, that cigar will still be there for the 
taking next year. ® 


Making his first-ever start (replacing injured 
Sean Hoas), quarterback Jon Kronemeyer 
was one of the team’s outstanding performers. 


2 Pat Sheehan has some words with an official. Sheehan led the Stingers to 
The Concordia their first Vanier Cup in his tenth season as head coach. He was earlier named 


the Ontario-Quebec Inter-University Football Conference’s Coach of the Year. 





Stingers foothall 


; team do us proud 


at the Vanier Cup 
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Running back 
Scott Ashworth 
is consoled after 
the game. 


Kicker Dave Miller-Johnson, playing 
in his last game for the Stingers, 
can't hide his disappointment. 


d| 


concordia university magazine march 1999 


An interview with Donat Taddeo, Executive Vice-Chair of Concordia’s Campaign for a New Millennium 


by Patrick McDonagh : photos by Owen Egan 


Donat Taddeo (right) listens to L. Jacques Ménard, L BCom 67, the 
Campaign's Leadership Gifts Chair, at a campaign meeting in December. 


is 


ow do you go about raising $55 million for a university 
at a time when just about every other educational or 
non-profit organization is out beating the bushes for the 
same fistful of dollars? It’s quite simple, really: you find 
people who believe in your cause, you state your case and then 
you close the deal. In other words, you work tirelessly to com- 
municate the university's uniqueness and importance to any 
and all interested parties. 

To do that well, you need an individual with the energy and 
communication skills to lead the charge. Enter Donat Taddeo, 
L BA 67, master’s in communications management from USC 
and PhD in classics from Stanford University: an alumnus, re- 
spected professor of communication studies, former dean of 
the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science and former 
Délégué du Québec in Italy. Taddeo, the Executive Vice-Chair 
of Concordia’s Campaign for a New Millennium, has guided a 
team of dedicated volunteers who have raised more than $50 
million and who are set to break the Campaign’s goal by the 
time all is said and done in six months. 

Taddeo, Concordia citizen extraordinaire, says about his 





present position, “I enjoy speaking to people about why this 
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University is such a great place.” But that’s not all there is to 
the job, as we found out. 


You've had many different postings around the University and 
the world — but what kind of fundraising work had you done in 
the past? 

Donat Taddeo: Hmm... | was involved in the University’s 
Annual Giving campaign about six years ago and its Centraide 
campaign about four years ago. So the short answer is ex- 
tremely limited. 


What was the hardest thing to learn? 

DT: That would be what I jokingly refer to as the “fundraising 
dogma.” There are extremely rigorous and systematic steps 
that must be followed in the fundraising process. I tend to 

be a little more freewheeling and was consistently brought to 
ground — and continue to be. When you walk into some- 
thing new, there’s a certain period of adjustment for both the 
new person and those already working there. I’m fortunate to 
have an extremely competent and devoted staff, so things have 
been exhilarating and rewarding. 


How so? 

DT: It’s very gratifying to meet people from across Canada 
and the States, in great number, who wax on about how im- 
portant Loyola or Sir George or Concordia was for them. You 
sense the love they have for the institution. The other reward- 
ing part is working with our volunteers and with the profes- 
sors and students. We're dealing with winners: our volunteers 
are active people from all walks of life, and our faculty and 
students are carrying out innovative, critical projects that 
deserve support. 


“While it might sound 
funny to say, the first $50 
million was relatively easy 
to get because it involved 

a small number of very 
generous gifts. It’s the 
last $5 million that will be 
more difficult to bring in 
over the next six months.” 


Is the idea of donating to Concordia easy to sell to people? 

DT: The conviction and emotion is easy, but to get people to 
sign is something else. The people and corporations we are 
approaching for large amounts of money — $25,000 to a half- 
million dollars over five years — are being asked by others as 
well. We've got to show why Concordia deserves their sup- 
port. It’s a matter of convincing them to invest in the research 
and in-class teaching that we do better than anyone else. 
Inextricably, it comes down to fundamentals, one of them 
being the role that Concordia has played in higher education 
in North America. Think of access to education. Twenty-five 
years ago that meant giving a worker a chance to finish his 

or her degree at night. Today, when we look at scholarships, 
we're saying, “Let’s make sure we don’t turn down qualified 
students because they don’t have enough money.” Innova- 
tion, difference, excellence — these are also part of the 
University’s heritage. You've got to bring out every single 
argument proving that the University is excellent, that it 
continues to be innovative, and that it has a specific niche 
which, while not detracting from other universities, makes us 
different. We have the best cinema school in Canada: because 
of that fact, Mel Hoppenheim gave it one million dollars. In 





terms of what we do, we’re the best. In the final analysis, 
people resonate to the idea of giving back to an institution 
that gave them all the necessary tools for their personal and 
professional development. 


What is the easiest aspect of your job? 

DT: Lots of PR! It reminds me of my job as Délégué du Québec 
in Italy. You've got to cultivate the market out there and you’ve 
got to bring people together: those who are interested in giving 
and those who are interested in asking them to give. 


Obviously, you're getting the message across, as the Campaign 
is on pace to exceed $55 million dollars. Do you think the goal 
should have been set higher? 

DT: There were some who wanted it higher, others who 
wanted it lower, and I gather $55 million was the reasonable 
compromise. The fact is that I’m quite confident we'll reach 
somewhere between 55 and 60 million dollars. And, while it 
might sound funny to say, the first $50 million was relatively 
easy to get because it involved a small number of very gener- 
ous gifts. It’s the last $5 million that will be more difficult to 
bring in over the next six months, largely because we have to 
convince every single one of our alumni and friends that their 
gift — regardless of its size — is extremely important to the 
Campaign’s success and the future of this University. 





~ Wee. 


(From left) John Parisella, L BA 67, Special Gifts Chair, Richard 
Renaud, L BCom 69, University Community Chair, and Marianna 
Simeone, BA 86, Major Gifts Co-Chair. Says Taddeo of the 
volunteers, “It’s very motivating to see the time and energy 
given by these people to promoting Concordia.” 
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“If you don’t ask, you 
don’t get. Many of us 
are embarrassed about 
asking for money, but 
you would be surprised 
how disposed people 
are to being generous.” 


How important is this Campaign for Concordia? 

DT: Very important. The Campaign’s objectives boil down to 
two things: financial endowments for student assistance and 
support for teaching and research. Regarding the first one: we 
want to put $10 million in an endowment for graduate fellow- 
ships — that means the money stays there, and we take the in- 
terest every year for about a half-million dollars in fellowships. 
Our growth in graduate studies in the last 20 years has been 
phenomenal, but we have to compete for the best students. 
Right now we're losing outstanding students from some of 
our better programs because they’re being offered more 
money from other institutions. 

On the undergraduate level, with about 55 to 60 percent of 
our students on some form of financial aid, it’s absolutely fun- 
damental that we be able to grant assistance if needed. An ini- 
tial claim to fame was that Sir George and Loyola enabled 
first-generation Canadians to go to university, and people 
recognize us as the university that made education accessible. 
We don't want to lose that. Teaching and research are linked 
to distinguished professorships to hire or maintain top faculty. 
We've come a long way, but to move into the next echelon of 
universities we need a boost, which will not come from the 
operating or capital budgets that Quebec provides. 


How important is the Campaign for Concordia’s reputation? 
DT: In terms of the community in general, it’s great. We have 
high-profile volunteers from the community. We’re proud of 
that. The ripple effect is immeasurable in terms of what they 
say about Concordia. We're already reaping benefits of the 
Campaign improving Concordia’s reputation, in terms of 
people agreeing to help out in the last stages of the Campaign. 
People are proud that the institution they went to is succeed- 
ing at such a high level, both undergraduate and graduate, and 
in all four faculties. Making the public aware of these attrib- 
utes through the Campaign is helping create certain momen- 
tum and respect for the University that is very important, 
because as you can see Concordia has a lot to be proud of. 


You have repeatedly mentioned the volunteers. 

How valuable are they? 

DT: Very! The key for the thousand or so main prospects is 
one-on-one solicitation. We have 150 to 200 volunteers who 
are soliciting three to four prospects each. That’s critical to 
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our success. The level of support is fantastic and almost uni- 
form across the country and in the United States. 


What advice would you have for the next person 

occupying this position? 

DT: If you don’t ask, you don’t get. Many of us are embar- 
rassed about asking for money, but you would be surprised 
how disposed people are to being generous. But you have to 
state your case in an enthusiastic and convincing manner. Also, 
you have to stay on top of things. You've got to bring corporate 
culture and academic culture into sync, and remain open to 
different ways of doing things. And you must be on top of the 
rhythm of the University because you're telling people why it is 
a place that deserves their support. Concordia is in constant 
evolution, and as much as people respond to tradition, you 
have to link that tradition with what’s happening today. 


md 


Taddeo and Campaign Chair Ronald Corey. 





You have twin daughters; should they decide, sometime early in 
the next millennium, to go to Concordia, what would you want 
them to have? 

DT: | want to see classrooms that are open from both a ped- 
agogical and a personal point of view. I would like a reason- 
ably sized classroom: 50, 60, even 70 students is reasonable, 
but 300 allows little contact with the professor. I would want 
them to have access to professors who are among the leaders 
in their fields, who care about their students and who can 
speak passionately about their subjects. I also would like Con- 
cordia to continue as a place where the world comes together. 
No university better exemplifies multiethnic, multilingual 
Montreal than Concordia. I would hope that environment is 
still here, if not more vibrant than now, so they could learn 
about the many different cultures that come together in this 
city and province. @ 


Patrick McDonagh, PhD 98, is a Montreal freelance writer and 
recent graduate of Concordia’s PhD in Humanities program. 
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Campaign gifts stack the shelves in favour of Concordia’s Libraries 


he inauguration of the R. Howard Webster Library 

in 1992 represented a watershed for Concordia; 

it marked the first time in its history that the entire 

library collection could be openly accessible to the University 

community. Concordians of all ages rejoiced, and slowly the 

memories of the Norris Library catacombs faded like 

an aging sepia-tinged photograph. « 
When the initial euphoria subsided, a unique phe- 

nomenon was discovered. Here was this beautiful new 





library — but now it had to be filled accordingly. With 8U 4 
library 
students 


over two million books, periodicals and their electronic 
and microformat equivalents, the libraries’ collections 
are worth a significant $162 million. As impressive as 
this may be, it still leaves Concordia well below the na- 
tional average for library holdings and acquisitions. 

When Concordia’s Campaign for a New Millennium wraps 
up this fall, it will yield a projected $2.3 million windfall for 
Concordia libraries that will be directed almost exclusively to 
keeping up with escalating expenses and to improve library 
holdings. “The money is needed for computer software and 
hardware equipment, furnishings, different types of services 
and certainly books, periodicals and videos,” says William 
Curran, L BA 69, Cert TESL 76, who became the Director of 
Libraries in May 1998. 

The libraries have felt the pinch of fiscal responsibility in 
rather particular ways. Over the years, the costs to purchase 
materials have risen steadily, if not dramatically, as is the case 
with periodicals — which have on average increased about 
50 percent since 1995 — and hardcover books. “We're in a 
unique situation,” says Curran. “If, for example, the University 
offers a certain program in physics, we must at least have some 
basic physics journals. If one of those journals raises its price, 
we have little choice but to keep purchasing it.” Currency fluc- 
tuations also hurt. “We've suffered a tremendous loss in our 
purchasing power because 85 percent of our purchases are 
from non-Canadian publishers,” he says. Because of the 
Canadian dollar’s drop last year, Curran estimates “we now 
need about $360,000, out of the blue, just to maintain the same 
level as before. So academic libraries are really sitting ducks.” 

Furthermore, libraries have been forced to keep up with the 
information age. Concordia’s libraries now offer computer 
terminals for research over the Internet, as well as electronic 
book and journal indices such as CLUES, Concordia’s on-line 
public access catalogue. As Curran points out, “Without the 
computer tools, we wouldn’t be able to instantly access — or 
teach students how to access — information available through 
the global network. Plus, some highly respected research jour- 
nals are only available on-line.” But providing students with 
access to electronically stored and distributed information is 
a struggle because it necessitates buying equipment, software, 
platforms and printers of sufficient quantity and quality. As 
Curran reveals, “Despite the popular myth, electronic infor- 
mation is certainly not free. Even if we opted for more elec- 
tronic subscriptions instead of periodicals, that wouldn’t 
solve the problem.” The only solution is funding. 







Fittingly, the largest contributors to the libraries will also 
be the greatest beneficiaries: students. Concordia’s libraries 
will receive approximately $1.9 million in the form of an 
endowment for collections from the student contribution to 
the Capital Campaign, which is expected to total $9.5 million. 
The donation will come from a per-credit student 
fee until the 2006-07 school year. It was approved 
in meetings between Concordia’s Dean of Students 
Donald Boisvert, BA 75, MA 79, and a group of stu- 
dent organization presidents. Boisvert points out, 


isa “All students will give to Concordia’s fundraising 


effort. That’s significant; not even all staff or all fac- 
ulty give.” Students can opt out of the contribution, 
if they choose, based on financial need. 

Engineering Students’ Association president 
Mauro Franco says, “I think that students have good reason to 
give. In my faculty, for example, textbooks are good for fun- 
damental information, but we need up-to-date information 
concerning new technologies.” Franco feels that the Campaign 
presented a rare opportunity for students to set a good exam- 
ple. Chris Palin, President of the Commerce and Administra- 
tion Students’ Association, agrees. “When approached for 
donations, | understand that business people often ask: how 
much are the students giving? The canvassers can feel pretty 
confident in telling the truth about that,” he says. 

Alumni have also set a fine example. Patricia MacMillan, 
S BA 67, and Bruce MacMillan, S BA 64, have been regular 
donors to Concordia libraries for the past eight years. “We 
give to the libraries because we're well aware of the budget 
restrictions, which seem to have affected libraries in particu- 
lar,” says Patricia, who works as a reference librarian at 
Georgian College in Barrie, Ontario. “Also, I feel that li- 
braries are central to any educational institution because 
everybody uses them.” 

Concordia’s libraries have also attracted the attention of 
charitable organizations. The MacDonald Stewart Founda- 
tion, which supports projects in the areas of education, medi- 
cine, culture and heritage, gave $400,000 to the libraries. 
Foundation spokesperson Guy Ducharme says that providing 
a boost to the libraries is the best way to benefit all students. 
He states, “Stephen Leacock was once asked how he would 
build an excellent university. He said, ‘Provide an excellent 
library, then hire a few teachers.’ We agree.” Ducharme adds, 
“University education is based on the idea that individuals 
should be able to discover knowledge for themselves. Libraries 
are at the centre of the quest for knowledge. Professors are 
essential guides, but a library is a student’s best friend.” 

Although the new funding will ease a lot of pain, Curran 
still anticipates having to cut some corners. “But our situation 
has been eased by the donors. If it weren’t for them, we 
couldn’t even begin to provide the needed information 
sources for any new programs or courses at Concordia. 

We would be in dire straits without their support.” @ 


d( 


Sylvain Comeau is a Montreal freelance writer. 
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You ve Got Phone-Mail — 


Concordia’s Phone-Mail program has been a ringing success in its four years 


oes this sound familiar? 

“Hello. My name is Glen 

Bastien, and I’ma stu- 

dent at Concordia Uni- 

versity. I’m calling from 
campus to discuss Fresh Ideas: The 
Campaign for the New Millennium. . .’ 
If it does, you're one of the thousands 
of graduates of Loyola, Sir George and 
Concordia who’ve been contacted over 
the past few months by student callers 
soliciting support for the Campaign. If 
it doesn’t... you can expect to hear 
from Glen or an- 
other student very 
soon. With the 
Campaign ending 
on June 30, 1999, a 
concerted effort is 
being made to speak 
directly with as many graduates as pos- 
sible to invite them to participate in this 
vital initiative. 

Bastien, BA 97, is studying political 
science at the University and is one of 
38 student callers and four supervisors 
involved with Concordia’s Phone-Mail 
program — so-called because, when it 
began in 1995, a statement was mailed 
to follow up on each pledge. (Credit- 
card pledges have reduced this need.) 
Laura Wells, BA 89, MA 95, Interim Di- 
rector, Annual Giving, was the Phone- 
Mail coordinator at its inception four 
years ago. “We had humble begin- 
nings,” she recounts. “We used to come 
in after hours and sit at other people’s 
desks, switching phones and moving 
chairs. But the impact was immediate: 
alumni donor participation jumped 


> 
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from 9.6 percent to 15.1 percent in the 
first year.” Now the students have their 
own chairs, phones and space in the 
Faubourg Towers offices, calling alumni 
from October through May in three- 
and-a-half-hour shifts, evenings from 
Sunday through Thursday and Sunday 
afternoons. 

Colleen Weddell, BA 91, Cert 96, be- 
came coordinator of Phone-Mail two 
years back. She points out that although 
the callers’ primary goal is fundraising, 
they also serve as a valuable liaison be- 


Says Wells, “The graduates enjoy hearing 
from the students. They're our best ambassadors.” 


tween alumni and the University. “The 
students can assist alumni by telling 
them who to speak to for any problems 
or by giving them information on 
things like alumni chapters or events,” 
she says. “I love that we’re able to help 
people.” Bastien concurs: “Sometimes 
people will call back to thank us or will 
donate at a higher level.” 

Bastien has been with the program 
for four years and is now a supervisor, 
helping students familiarize themselves 
with the University’s history and the 
Campaign’s Table of Needs. Typically, 
15 to 18 students work each shift. As 
many as one-third of the callers are in- 
ternational students. Weddell says, “It’s 
great experience for students. They 
learn communication skills, speaking 
over the phone, creativity.” There are 
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other benefits as well. For instance, 
Bastien recalls, “One journalism stu- 
dent recently spoke to a graduate who’s 
a producer for the TV show The Nanny, 
and she gave the student career advice.” 
The graduates often enjoy touching 
base with current students. “When you 
see people’s titles, like company presi- 
dents or CEOs,” Bastien continues, 
“you wouldn’t expect them to open up, 
but they do. It’s really surprising.” 
Sometimes the surprise can be of an- 
other kind. One student last year 
reached a graduate 
who had never been 
contacted by his 
alma mater. He 
said, “I’m glad you 
called,” and soon 
pledged $15,000 for 
student scholarships. 

The donations are, after all, the main 
purpose of Phone-Mail. Since 1995, stu- 
dent callers have made nearly 300,000 
phone calls, enlisting 27,000 alumni to 
make over $1.5 million in pledges. For 
the program’s first three years, the re- 
quests were on behalf of Concordia’s 
Annual Giving Campaign; since Octo- 
ber, the students have been asking 
alumni for five-year pledges to the Uni- 
versity's Capital Campaign, and as of 
February had raised over $1 million. 
Prior to students placing a call, all 
alumni receive letters informing them of 
the Campaign’s goals, signed by one of 
six honorary chairs representing each of 
the faculties and founding institutions: 
James Stanford, L BSc 58, for Loyola; 
Pierre Jeanniot, S BSc 57, for Sir George; 





CHRISTIAN FLEURY 


Phone-Mail student callers, like supervisor Richard Lajoie, raise money but also forge an 
important link between the University and alumni. 


Scott Laurie, BA 92, for Arts & Science; 
André Desmarais, BCom 78, for Com- 
merce & Administration; Paul Kefalas, 
BEng 75, MEng 79, for Engineering & 
Computer Science; and Diana Nemiroff, 
S BFA 74, MFA 85, for Fine Arts. 
“We're very fortunate to have distin- 
guished alumni step forward and speak 
so passionately on behalf of their alma 
mater,” says Sami Antaki, Campaign 
communications officer. “They share a 
collective memory with their fellow 
graduates and understand why it’s im- 
portant to participate in the Campaign, 
be it to further the ideals of Loyola Col- 
lege or Sir George Williams University 


or to improve the research and teaching 
conditions in one of the four faculties.” 

According to Peter McAuslan, S BA 
72, “Our expectations are very high, but 
our goal is extremely realistic; we want 
to raise everyone's sights and have our 
graduates take the University’s largest 
fundraising campaign over its $55 mil- 
lion target.” McAuslan, President of 
McAuslan Breweries, is co-chairing the 
Campaign’s Alumni and Friends Divi- 
sion with Christine Lengvari, L BSc 72. 
The two are also co-signatories of the 
letters that will be sent to certificate and 
diploma recipients. 

Although Wells says that no decision 
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has yet been made to continue the 
Phone-Mail program once the Cam- 
paign ends next fall, she’s confident it 
will be renewed. Thanks to Phone-Mail, 
alumni donor participation is now up 
to 17.1 percent, and is expected to con- 
tinue to increase, given the significant 
number of graduates who’ve made a 
Capital Campaign pledge to date. And, 
says Wells, “The graduates enjoy hear- 
ing from the students. They’re our best 
ambassadors.” Meanwhile, the callers 
will keep dialing until June. So if your 
phone rings, please answer the call; you 
may very well be the one who takes the 
Campaign over the top. ® 
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Smokin’: The Vancouver Club was the site of 115 alumni and friends 
revisiting their school days at the Montreal Smoked Meat Night, 
November 3. Among those enjoying the culinary delights were (from 
left): Keitha Richardson, BA 92, David Clarke, BSc 95, and Christina 
Clarke. 





By the Bay: More than 20 alumni fortunate enough to live in the 
beautiful San Francisco area joined Rector Frederick Lowy (third from 
left) at the Hotel Milano, November 4. Also pictured: David Dennick, 
BA 96, Sanyu Kiruluta, BCSc 97, Mario La Schiazza, L BA 67, and 
Dominic La Schiazza. 
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Prime time: Former Prime Minister of Canada Kim Campbell (second 
from right), now Canadian Consul General in Los Angeles, hosted 75 
alumni and friends at her official residence, November 5. Also 
pictured: Linda Renaud, L BA 70, Jackie Leclair-Patterson, BEng 82, 
MEng 83, Mare Canas and Rector Frederick Lowy. 
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Rock ‘n’ Roll: On November 16, Big Rock Brewery provided their Big 
Rock Grill for 70 alumni and guests, who enjoyed a few draughts and 
the company of their Concordia confréres. Pictured: former director 
of Concordia Advancement Systems & Services Christine Tawtel, BA 
92, chapter president Aldo Di Rocco, BCom 82, Rector Frederick 
Lowy, noted historian David Bercuson, S BA 66, LLD 98, and Big 
Rock Chief Financial Officer and event host Bert Boulet, BCom 90. 


Concordia’s Toastmasters Club 


Do you want to be a successful, confident communi- 
cator? You can master skills in conducting business 
meetings, motivating people, interviewing for jobs, 
selling ideas or products and solving problems, all in 
an informal and encouraging setting, by joining 
Concordia’s Toastmasters Club. 


For more information or to register, please contact 
Ted Nowak at (514) 848-4812, or via e-mail at 
nowak@vax2.concordia.ca 


Association News 
Edmonton 


Self-insured: The offices of Meloche Monnex insurance brokers were 
the site of the Edmonton alumni reception, November 17. Pictured: 
Rupert Rubens, S BCom 53, Steven Lazanik, S BSc 74, chapter 
co-president Peter Pagano, L BA 67, Andy Bowen, BEng 76, Rector 
Frederick Lowy, Alumni Director Ann Vroom, Vice-Chairman of 
Meloche Monnex and event host Chris Daniel, Tom Zitkus, BEng 84, 
MEng 84, Capital Campaign Executive Vice-Chair Donat Taddeo, L BA 
67, chapter co-president Les Paull, S BCom 74, and Rinus Huyer, 

S BA 72. 





Boston 


He always gets his man: Fifty-eight Boston-area alumni and guests 
enjoyed the warm hospitality of Canadian Consul General to New 
England Mary Clancy, second from right — next to the Mountie — 
at her official residence in Weston, Mass., January 25. Also pictured: 
Rector Frederick Lowy, Susan Thompson, Raymond Walvis, S BA 

. 72, and Michael Thompson, S BCom 68, S MBA 74. 


Sir George 


Bowled Over: The annual Bowlathon, November 21 at Montreal's 
Paré Lanes, was another success, raising $4,295 for student 
scholarships and generating a lively afternoon of fun. Pictured here, 
back row: CUAA Vice-President Tony Bertucci, BCom 82, Stephen 
Alves, Peter Weber, Brenda Fewster, BA 97; front row: CUAA 
President Elaine Arsenault, BA 83, Liliana Gomez. 


Concordia cooks its books: The Association of Alumni Sir George 
Williams, as their Millennium Fundraising Project, is compiling a book 
highlighting recipes from Concordia alumni, faculty, students, staff 
and friends, to document our cuisine at century's end. Please copy 
those masterpieces for which you have become famous, or notorious, 
and send them with any necessary credits, comments or cautions to 
Barbara Barclay, c/o Alumni Office, Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. W., Montreal, H3G 1M8; or e-mail to 
barclay@alcor.concordia.ca. Photographs of recipe authors, duly 
identified and dated, are also welcome. 
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E-mail Forwarding for Life (EFL) When you change Internet service providers, simply contact us, the 
8 ; Office of Alumni Affairs, to update your forwarding e-mail address. We 
from Concordia’s Alumni Office 


Lirias : will automatically forward your e-mail to you! 
Keeping in touch has never been easier 
Sign up today. Call (514) 848-3818 


EFL is designed to help you stay in touch with your e-mail: alumni@coral.concordia.ca 
colleagues, friends and family. You can establish one or register through our website: 
permanent e-mail address from Concordia University that 


ieee http://alumni.concordia.ca/AlumWeb 
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Association News 





Alumni Recognition Awaras 


At Montreal's St. James's Club, January 21, host Marianna Simeone, BA 
86, and 130 well-wishers celebrated the achievements of the Concordia 
University Alumni Association's 1999 Alumni Recognition Award winners: 
back, Dr. Mare Gervais, S.J., L BA 50, Alumni Award for Excellence in 
Teaching; Raymond Décarie, | BCom 63, Distinguished Service Award; 
Rosey Edeh, Outstanding Student Award; front, Sister Eileen Mcilwaine, 
C.N.D., Honorary Life Membership; Barbara Barclay, S BA 74, BEd 76, 
Distinguished Service Award; Peter Howlett, L BA 63, Humberto Santos 
Award of Merit. Absent was Roland Picard, S BSc 46, Distinguished 
Service Award. 





Concordia University Sports Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony Banquet 


On April 22, join us at la Brasserie Molson-O Keefe, John 
Molson Room, 1670 Notre Dame East, 6:00 p.m. cocktails, 
7:00 p.m. dinner, $75, business attire. The 1999 inductees: 
athletes: Robert Beauregard, L BA 60; Robert V. Berry, S 
BA 67; and Marie-Claude Roy, BA 93, GrDip 95; builders: 
Paul Arsenault and Patricia Boland; and the 1958 SGW 
Warriors basketball team. For more information call 
Cindy Hedrich, (514) 848-3815. 
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toronto 


Bank on it: At the 68th-floor offices of the 
Bank of Montreal, January 26, Nesbitt 
Burns Chairman & CEO Brian Steck, S 
BCom 68 (second from left), hosted a 
packed house of Concordia commerce & 
adminstration graduates and others from 
the Toronto financial community — 
including Matthew Barrett (left), 
Chairman and CEO of the Bank of 
Montreal and Honorary Patron of 
Concordia’s Campaign for a New 
Millennium. Also addressing the crowd of 230 business types were 
Rector Frederick Lowy, Dean Mohsen Anvari and Ned Goodman, Hon 
LLD 97, Chair and CEO of Dundee Bancorp. 

A new slate of directors was elected at the Toronto Chapter of the 
CUAA Annual General Meeting, December 15. They are: Bob 
Hurtubise, S BA 71, MBA 97, President; Geoffrey Lalonde, L BA 69, 
PastPresident; Louise Hourston, S BA 63, Vice-President; Steve 
Galaxidas, BA 75, Vice-President; Marty Ginsherman, BA 76, 
Secretary; Maisie Lee Wong, BCom 78, Treasurer. The board is 
looking to offer Toronto-area alumni the opportunity to link to other 
alumni and to the University through social events — such as theatre 
nights, golf tournaments and Royal Canadian Air Farce tapings — and 
to support the University with fundraising events or student 
recruitment. (See the Toronto Chapter Newsletter.) 


Ottawa 


The Ottawa Chapter of the CUAA is looking to expand its 
membership. All alumni living in the National Capital Region are 
encouraged to join up. The great lists of upcoming events include the 
exhibition Audubon’s Wilderness Palette: The Birds of Canada, the 
Sugaring Off Party and Annual Dinner — check out the Ottawa 
Chapter Newsletter for details. For more info, call Cecil DeBretigny at 
(613) 733-9109, or see the web site: 
http: / /alumni.concordia.ca/AlumWeb/Ottawa.html 

Here is the National Capital Region Chapter’s new board of 
directors: Andrew Francis, BA 91, President; Barbara Nathan-Marcus, 
BA 75, MA 82, First Vice-President; Jim Cincotta, MA 96, Second 
Vice-President; Cecil DeBretigny, S BA 53, Secretary; Don Dutton, S 
BSc 60, Treasurer; Seymour Dubrow, S BA 69, Membership; Herman 
Franke, BA 80, Immediate Past President. Its members at large: 
Janice Calnan, BA 74, Murray Kronick, BCSc 78, MCSc 83, Monique 
Landau, BA 82, Sharon Mintz, BFA 91, MFA 95, Dan Shkuda, L BA 
72, and Stephen Wells, S BA 72. 


London calling: The London, England, 
Chapter of the CUAA wants you! They’re looking for alum- 
ni to help plan and run chapter events and to raise 
Concordia’s profile. Please contact chapter president George 
Lengvari, wk: 44-171-734-4104, hm: 44-171-411-0754. 


Some graduates in this listing 
have received more than one 


degree from Concordia, Sir George 


Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their 
earliest year of graduation. 


5 Ted Rooney, L BA, is the 
creator and producer of 
“The Treehouse TV Show,” a 
children’s program produced in 
Stratford, Ont. The show, which 
recently celebrated its 25th an- 
__ Niversary, was the longest run- 
ning Canadian-produced 
television program with an all- 
Canadian cast. 


Jack Gillies, L BSc, is a City 
Councillor in Pointe-Claire, 
Que., now serving his second term. 


5 Dan J. Sullivan, L BA, 

upon graduating Law 
School from McGill embarked 
upon a 37-year career in the trust 
company industry. He now 
devotes himself to his Montreal 
firm, Sansom, Sullivan Inc., 
which specializes in personal 
financial planning and manage- 
ment services. 


35th Reunion 


Joel Silcoff, S BA, is a part- 
ner at Pouliot Mercure in 
Montreal. While at Sir George he 
was a member of the Garnet Key 
Honour Society and was the 
founder & chairman of the first 
SGWU International Debating 
Tournament. Joel and his wife, 
Alison, have two children in uni- 
versity, Elliott and Mireille. He 
writes, “I would like to hear from 
Garnet Key members from 1963- 
64.” Joel’s e-mail: 
jsilcoff@mail.pouliotmercure.com 








4 CUS 


Jackie Rae (Solomon) 
Wloski, S BA (graphics & 
bio.) 71, was part of a 
three-person show at 
Montreal's Galerie 
Raphael Essebag, 
December 1998 to 
January 1999. The etch- 
ing pictured at right: “2 
Recycled Quotes.” Jackie 
is also a portrait artist. 


6 Jim Hassinger, L BA 
(English), is Editor for 
Captions, Inc., in Glendale, 
Calif. He writes, “I wanted to say 
hello to all the people in the 
Drama Society, the newspaper 
(Loyola Campus) and the 
English & communications 
departments. I just got back 
from visiting my son and two 
granddaughters in Austin, Tex. 
It got me thinking about time 
passing. If your TV has a caption 
decoder, chances are I made the 
captions. That’s where I’m 
working as | do the ‘spec’ 
screenplay racket in L.A.” 


30th Reunion 


Marlin F. Morrell, S BA, is 
a teacher in Toronto. She 


is married with three children. 


| Margaret Lynch, BA 

(theol.), received an Ed.M. 
from S.U.N.Y. at Buffalo and the 
University of Alaska in Anchorage 
in 1985. She is now an LPN — 
Psychiatry for the Providence 
Hospital in Anchorage. Margaret 
writes, “Alaska is wonderful! 
Come on over.” 


Robert Alan MacKenzie, BA 
(hist.), studied at Gonzaga 
University, Washington, the 





University of British Columbia 
and Western Washington 
University, where he received an 
MEd in 1995. He is now a 
Counsellor at the University of 
the Cariboo in Kamloops, B.C., 
and owns and operates three 
businesses. Robert is married 
with two children and two 
grandchildren and lives in 
Canim Lake. 


7 Kenneth Beraznik, BA, is 
a self-employed real estate 
broker in Thornhill, Ont. He has 
three daughters and two grand- 
sons. Kenneth would like to hear 
from old friends for business 
and pleasure. His e-mail: 
kenberaznik@home.com 


71] * Kevin Sanvidge, BA 
(L.A.C.), is Vice-President 
of Administration for Al Tech 
Specialty Steel Corp. in Dunkirk, 
N.Y. He and his wife, Marilyn 
Henry, BA 76, have three daugh- 
ters and live in Fredonia. Kevin 
writes, “Loyola Campus alumni 
from the mid seventies: feel free 
to contact us.” His e-mail: 
kmsanfam@netsync.net 


78 David Adamson, BSc, 
MBA 93, is Vice- 
President, Sales, for Bristol 
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Myers Squibb in St. Laurent, 
Que. He and his wife, Lee, have 
two daughters, Kelly and Dale, 
and live in Kirkland. David 
writes, “I recently returned after 
four years in Ontario.” 


80) Christopher Victor John 
Klink, BA (urban plan- 
ning), is a Senior 
Analyst/Programmer for 
Doubleday Direct Inc. in 
Toronto. While at 
Concordia he was involved in 
intramural hockey and the 
Globerollers. Christopher is 
married and lives in Oshawa. He 
writes, “I’m looking for Karen 
Sciortino, BA (urban planning) 
79, BFA 93.” His e-mail: 
dklink@istar.ca. 


Vladimir Pavlicik, GrDip (sports 
admin.), GrDip (comm. studies) 
83, head coach of the Concordia 
men’s soccer team, was named 
the CIAU Coach of the Year in 
1998. Vladimir received an MBA 
from the University of West 
Virginia in 1994 and has been the 
Stingers’ coach for 10 seasons. 


8 Darragh Devine, BSc, PhD 
93, received a postdoctoral 

fellowship in molecular neurobi- 

ology from the University of 
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Michigan. He recently became a 
psychology professor at the Uni- 
versity of Florida in Gainesville. 
Darragh’s e-mail: 
dpdevine@psych. Ufl.Edu 


Robert Flynn, BEng, is a Manag- 
er for Honeywell in Fort Collins, 
Colo. He is married with two 
children. Robert writes, “I would 
like to hear from Doug 
Thompson.” His e-mail: 
flynnbob@webaccess.net 


Janis Kirshner, BFA (the- 

atre), is the Assistant to the 
General Manager of the Infinithe- 
atre in St. Laurent, Que. She is 
also half of the comedy duo Tit- 
ters, which recently completed its 
fourth production, “Put Another 
Monologue on the Fire.” Janis 
lives in Montreal. 


Gary Regenstreif, BA (journ.), 
was recently transferred to Rome 
as Bureau Chief, News & TV, 
Italy, for the Reuters news 


F 


agency. He was previously 
bureau chief in Buenos Aires. 


15th Reunion 


Tenet heres 


Daniel Boulet, BEng, is co- 
ordonnateur de |’entretien 
mécanique for Norkraft Quévil- 
lon in Lebel-sur-Quévillon, Que. 
He would like to hear from for- 
mer classmates. Daniel’s e-mail: 
dboulet@Isq.nwb.qc.ca. 


Anne Fauteux, BFA (visual arts), 
a Montreal jeweller, along with 
Catherine Béchard produced the 
silver medals given to the 1998 
winners of the Prix du Québec in 
the cultural and scientific fields. 
In 1987 Anne won first prize for 
creation from the Corporation 
des bijoutiers du Québec and has 
since produced four medals for 
the Prix du Québec. 


Gary Melanson, BCom, is Gen- 
eral Manager at Carleton 
Regional Development Commis- 


CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE LOYOLA MEDAL 


The Loyola Medal Committee is seeking nominations for the Loyola Medal, the foremost honour 
awarded by Concordia University other than convocation awards and Honourary Degrees. 


THE LOYOLA MEDAL 


In 1961, the Loyola Alumni Association and the administration of Loyola College agreed to the creation 
of the Loyola Medal “as a permanent tribute to outstanding leadership and achievement on the 
Canadian scene.” The first Medal was awarded in 1963 to General Georges P. Vanier, former Governor- 
General of Canada and Loyola alumnus. In 1989, after discussion between the Loyola Alumni 
Association and Concordia University, it was agreed that the Loyola Medal would be established as an 
award by Concordia University that would be given every two years to an outstanding individual who 
meets the specified criteria 


The Criteria 

1, Recipients shall be outstanding citizens as evidenced by their character and life philosophy and 
who have made a significant contribution to the Canadian community. They shall embody the 
ideals and spirit which characterized Loyola College. 


_ Recipients will be individuals whose receipt of the award will bring prestige to both the Concordia 


and Loyola names. Furthermore, they should be known to both major cultural communities. 


As 1999 marks the 25th anniversary of the creation of Concordia University, special consideration 
will be given to Concordia, Loyola and Sir George Williams alumni and/or individuals who have 
made an exceptional contribution to Concordia University or one of its founding institutions 


The Nomination and Selection Process 

Nominations must be received in the Rector’s Office/Cabinet, Loyola Campus, by April 1, 1999. 

The selection process is private and discretionary. The Committee will make its final recommendation 
to the Graduation Ceremonies Committee of the Board of Governors. The Concordia University Board of 
Governors, based upon the recommendation of the Graduation Ceremonies Committee, shall make the 
final decision on the recipient of the Loyola Medal. 


Presentation of the Award 

The Loyola Medal will be presented during Homecoming in Fall 1999 as one of the major events of the 
25th anniversary celebrations. 

Nomination forms are available from the Rector’s Office/Cabinet on either campus, Loyola AD-224, 
(514) 848-4851; SGW BC-215, (514) 848-4865, and from the Office of Alumni Affairs, BC-101, (514) 
848-3818, 
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MARK THIS DATE IN TIME... 
FOR HOMECOMING ’99! 


September 30 — October 2, 1999 


Set aside the above dates to join your fellow alumni and cele- 
brate Concordia University’s 25th Anniversary at 
Homecoming ’99. 


Does your department, sports team or special interest group 
want to get together to celebrate? Does your graduation year 
end in a 9 or a 4? Concordia, Sir George Williams and Loyola 
alumni from the following years will be celebrating special 
reunions: 1989, 1984, 1979, 1974, 1969, 1964, 1959, 1954, 
1949, 1944, 1939. 


We'll be putting together a whole weekend of fun and we hope 
you'll be part of it! If you’re interested in seeing old friends 
and acquaintances at a reunion event, fill in this form and 
return it to the Office of Alumni Affairs at the address below. 


I am interested in: 


| Being a class representative/ 
organizing a reunion of my class of: 


1 Attending a reunion of my class of: 


J Organizing or attending a reunion of my department, 
sports team, yearbook committee, etc. (please specify): 


Attending events/lectures such as: 


Name: 

Address: 
Telephone: (home) (office) 
E-mail: 

Degree and year: 

Institution: 


Please return to: 


Homecoming 1999 
Concordia University 
1455 de Maisonneuve West, Suite BC-101 
Montreal, QC H3G 1M8 
Telephone: (514) 848-3815 Fax: (514) 848-2826 
e-mail: chedrich@coral.concordia.ca 
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sion in Woodstock, N.B. He is 
married and writes, “We have 
three boys, a house, a cottage, 
two cars and lots of debt. I play 
golf and won two provincial 
mid-amateur golf champi- 
onships, 1997 and 1998, and 
competed in three national 
championships, but lost. I’m 
looking for anyone from my 
graduating class: I want to find 
out how life has been, so far.” 
Gary’s e-mail: gmelanson@ 
carleton.redc.nb.ca 


Mitchell Baum, BA 

(comm. studies), is a Se- 
nior Sales Representative at Da- 
tex-Ohmeda, Inc., the world’s 


ASS. 
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largest anesthesia equipment 
manufacturer, in San Francisco, 
Calif. He writes, “I sell anesthesia 
ventilators and vital sign moni- 
tors to the operating rooms of 
Northern California. I have been 
living in the San Francisco Bay 
Area for the past 10 years.” 


Naresh Bharkhada, BCom, 
received his CMA designation 
and is now Controller for Hertz 
Canada in Etobicoke, Ont. 
Naresh is married with two chil- 
dren and lives in Mississauga. 
Luc Faubert, GrDip (comp. sci.), 
was recently named General 
Manager at Guilbault Commu- 
nications in Montreal. The com- 


NOTICE 


is hereby given that the 


Concordia University Alumni Association 
will hold its 


Annual General Meeting 


at 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 20, 1999 


The meeting is held for the purpose of receiving reports and 
the election of the 1999-2000 board of directors and executive. 


Faculty Club Lounge 
Sir George Williams Campus 
H-769, Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve W. 


R.S.V.P. Maria Ponte, (514) 848-3825 


NOTICE 


is hereby given that the 
Association of Alumni 


Sir George Williams University Inc. 
will hold its 


62™ Annual General Meeting 


at 6 p.m., Wednesday, May 19, 1999 


The meeting is held for the purpose of receiving reports 
and the election of a new slate of directors. 


Faculty Club Lounge 
Sir George Williams Campus 
H-769, Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve W. 


R.S.V.P. Lissa Matyas, (514) 848-3819 





pany writes and translates soft- 
ware manuals, on-line help, 
training material and web sites. 
He invites people in the software 
business to reach him at 
lfaubert@guilbault-commun 
ications.ca. 


8 Ian Abramson, BSc (appl. 

math.), is President of IAS 
Inc. in Toronto. He is married to 
Susan Pakman, BCom 85, and 
they have two children, Baila and 
Jill. lan writes, “I am currently 
working in the computer industry 
and am considered an expert in 
the area of Oracle databases and 
Data Warehousing. I have pub- 
lished two books for Oracle Press, 
Oracle8 Tuning (1997) and 
Oracle8 Data Warehousing 
(1998), and I’m working on my 
third, SQL*Server7 Data Ware- 
housing. In my spare time I con- 
tinue to pursue my dream of 
making it to the NHL.” 


Connie Boudens, BCom, writes, 
“After several years in the work- 
force following my BCom, 

I returned to academia (appar- 
ently never to leave!), obtained a 
second bachelor’s degree and am 
now registered in the doctoral 
program in Organizational 
Psychology at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor.” 


Valérie Des Bois, BA (psych.), 
received an MSc in speech 
pathology from McGill in 1989. 
She is now a speech and lan- 
guage pathologist at Hopital 
Marie Enfant in Montreal. 
Valérie and her husband, Aidan, 
have two children, including a 
boy, Thibaud, born in October. 
She writes, “We will probably 
return to Ireland some time in 
1999. Dublin should be fun on 
the eve of the millennium!” 


Karen Lajoie, BA, GrDip (jour.) 
89, has returned to Montreal, 
after nearly 10 years as a 
reporter/editor in Western and 
Northern Canada, to study law 
at McGill. She lives in Verdun. 
Terence Moore, BSc, received 
training in chiropractic at the 
Canadian Memorial Chiroprac- 


concordia university magazine 


tic College in Toronto in 1990. 
He is now a self-employed Chi- 
ropractor and lives in Missis- 
sauga, Ont. Terence writes, “I 
play guitar in the bank and work 
out at the gym religiously.” 


Frances Slingerland, BA, MA 96, 
is sailing around the world in a 
boat. She has her own web site: 
http://www.ditton.net/ 
ninthcharm. 


87 Tor Scott, BA, received a 
Diploma in Distribution 
Management from the Canadian 
Institute of Traffic & Transporta- 
tion in 1997. He is the Pricing 
Analyst for COSCO North Amer- 
ica in Secaucus, N.J., overseeing 
Canadian ocean freight rates, Tor 
writes, “I enjoy working at a head 
office, the lower taxes, and the 
1.52 exchange rate!” His e-mail: 
tscott@mail.coscousa.com. 


Linda Bien, GrDip 

(comm. studs.), is Concor- 
dia’s Fine Arts Slide Librarian in 
charge of Research Collections. 
She recently co-supervised “Anne 
Savage, artist & art educator,” a 
web site inspired by the life and 
work of Ann Savage and pro- 
duced under contract to Industry 
Canada’s Digital Collections pro- 
gram. The URL: 
http://www.schoolnet.ca/ 
collections/savage. 


10th Reunion 


Isabelle Bertazzo, BA 
(Cdn. studies), writes, “I 


am a part-time lawyer and full- 
time mom to William, 15 
months.” Isabelle is married to 
Steve Lambert, BA (journ.) 89, a 
reporter-editor with Broadcast 
News in Halifax, where they live. 


George Papadionysiou, BA 
(comm. studies), is an Engineer- 
ing Technician for CTV Televi- 
sion Network in Ottawa. He 
writes, “After graduating, | 
worked with CFCF TV for three 
years in the Quebec City bureau, 
covering politics. For the past 
seven years I’ve worked for CTV, 
where I’ve covered many impor- 
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tant news events. I'd like to hear 
from communication studies 
graduates.” His e-mail: 
gpapadionysiou@ctv.ca. 


4 Todd B. Mager, BCom, 

GrDip (acct.) 92, received 
his CA in 1993. He is now a Tax 
Manager at Deloitte & Touche 
Chartered Accountants in Cal- 
gary. Todd and his wife, Chris- 
tine, have one son, Zachary. 


Eric Notkin, BA (poli. sci. & 
psych.), received an LLB from 


the University of Ottawa in 1994. 


He is now Corporate Counsel 
for PC DOCS Group Interna- 
tional in Toronto. Eric is mar- 
ried with a young son. 

James Watts, BA (Eng. lit.), 
after graduating spent two years 
in West Africa. When he 
returned to Montreal, James 
developed and opened Educa- 


oe (LGC 


amCmtEs: 


tion Plus, a school for students 
with learning and behavioural 
deficits. James is also pursuing a 
TESL at Concordia. 


q Sandra Batten, BCom, re- 
ceived an Associate Cus- 
tomer Services Certificate in 1994 
from the insurance industry. She 
is now the Project and User Sup- 
port Specialist for Standard Life 

in Calgary. Sandra is married 
with four children. Her oldest 
daughter, Samantha, is a Concor- 
dia student. Sandra’s e-mail: 
sandrabatten@standardlife.ca. 


Marco Bianchi, BSc (psych.), 
received a BSc in nursing from 
Université de Montréal in 1997. 
He is now a Pediatric I.C.U. 
Nurse at the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital. Marco is married with 
two sons and lives in Candiac. 


Matthew Friedman, BA, received 
the First Book Award for Fuzz 
Logic: Dispatches from the Infor- 
mation Revolution (Véhicule 
Press), at the annual QSPELL 
awards in Montreal, December 
3. Matthew teaches computer- 
assisted reporting in Concordia’s 
journalism department, writes a 
regular column in the Montreal 
Gazette and is Associate Editor of 
Internet Week magazine. 


Michael Furino, BSc (bio.), was 
recently promoted to Business 
Research Analyst for Hoechst 
Marion Roussel Canada, a phar- 
maceuticals and healthcare com- 
pany in Montreal. He was relo- 
cated from Ottawa. Michael is 
married to Eva Varelas. 


Alain Gagné, BEng (mech.), is 
Project Manager for BJ & Associ- 
ates in Anjou, Que. He was mar- 
ried in 1996 and now has two 
daughters and lives in St. 


Leonard. Alain writes, “I have 
been working at BJ & Associates, 
an industrial automation firm, 
since May 1997, and am loving 
it. | would like to hear from my 
industrial engineering classmates 
(Diane, Costa, Luisa, Dino, et al) 
and from some former SME club 
members.” His e-mail: 
alain.gagne@bjassoc.com. 


Karen Monaghan, BA (psych.), 
Cert (APSS) 94, is a Residential 
Counsellor and Crisis Interven- 
tion Worker at the Valleyhead 
School in Lenox, Mass. She lives 
in Great Barrington, Mass. 
Karen writes, “I am adjusting to 
and greatly enjoying the small- 
town American way of life in 
the beautiful and picturesque 
Berkshires.” 


Katherine Sahapoglu, BEng 
(elec.), is now Manager, Market- 
ing & Public Relations, for ABB 
Daimler-Benz Transportation, a 
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railway transportation company 
in Hong Kong. She is responsible 
for Hong Kong and the Southern 
China region. Katherine previ- 
ously lived in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 


9 Paul Branchaud, BA 
(comm. studs.), is Lead 
Technical Writer for Zero- 
Knowledge Systems, an Internet 
privacy software company in 
Montreal. Paul is married to 
Helen Kyne, BA (comm. studies) 93. 


Elizabeth Machado, BCom, was 
VP Marketing for CASA while at 
Concordia. She now lives in Vila 
Franca Xira, Portugal, with her 
husband. Elizabeth writes, “I'd 
love to hear from my former 
classmates.” Her e-mail: 
machadoe@yahoo.com. 


Sandra Parkins, BA (soc.), 
received a Master of Health Ser- 
vices Administration degree 
from Dalhousie University in 
1994. She married Hal Owens, 
an architect, in 1995. Sandra 
writes, “Our only ‘child’ is our 
Old English Sheepdog named 
Bosco. We recently moved from 
Halifax to Calgary in search of 
good skiing!” 


g Neal Allan, BA (leisure 
studies), worked at 
St. Michael’s University School 
in Victoria and then returned to 
Ontario to complete a BEd at 
Lakehead University in Thunder 
Bay in 1998. He now teaches 
physical education and outdoor 
education, grades 7 & 8, at 
College School in Lakefield, Ont. 
While at Concordia Neal was 
Co-President of the Recreation 
& Leisure Studies Student 
Association, 1992-93, and was a 
co-recipient of the A. Ross 
Seaman Memorial Scholarship 
for Leadership in 1993. He 
writes, “I’m interested to hear 
from fellow Leisure Studies stu- 
dents, 1990-93, and from my 
floor-mates in Langley Hall, 
1992-93.” His e-mail: 
nallan@lakefieldcs.on.ca. 


and still think we’re dreaming. 
To all my building class of 1993: 
hard to believe that with answer- 
ing ‘5’ to most of the questions I 
got this far. Hope to hear from 
you soon.” Paolo’s e-mail: 
104734.3540@compuserve.com. 


Paolo Trevisan, BEng (build.), 
recently began a master’s in 
engineering at Florida 
International University. He is 
the Vice-President, Engineering, 
at the Outinord Universal, an 
engineering concrete framework 
company in North Miami, Fla. 
Paolo and his wife, Martine, live 
in Sunny Isles. He writes, 
“We've been here only one year 


5th Reunion 


Anne Catherine Noakes, 
BA (English lit.), received 





KUDOS 


Robert Peck, BA (journ.) 81, was decorated with one of 
Greece’s highest honours, the Grand Commander of 
the Order of the Phoenix, by the President of the 
Hellenic Republic at the Hellenic Community Cen- 
tre in Ottawa, October 21. Robert, former Counsel- 
lor at the Canadian Embassy in Athens in Greece, 
received the honour “for his imaginative and tire- 
less efforts to bring Greeks and Canadians closer 






together.” 


Concordia student and Stinger 
linebacker Dwayne Bromfield was named to the 
1998 CIAU All-Canadian team. Bromfield, a fourth- 
year leisure studies student, was named the O-QIFC 
Defensive Player of the Week four times and the 
CIAU defensive player of the week twice. Dwayne 
also holds down several part-time jobs during the 
year, including working with children at the West- 

mount YMCA and Marymount 
High School. 
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an MILS in 1996 from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan School of In- 
formation and Library Studies 
(now the School of Information) 
in Ann Arbor, focusing on digital 
imaging projects and creating In- 
ternet-based resources for arts 
and science education. She is now 
in her third year of PhD studies, 
specializing in human-computer 
interaction. 








Lauren Small, BA (science & human affairs) 95, MA 
(public policy & public admin.) 97, was selected as Miss 
Ottawa 2000 and will be competing for the title of 
Miss Canada International 2000 in Toronto this sum- 

mer. Lauren is a Policy Analyst in the area of Environ- 

ment Protection Services with the Canadian Environ- 
mental Protection Act Office in Ottawa. 
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memoriam 


William Edgar “Chuck” 
Bronstetter, L BA 37, died 
December 15, 1998, in 
Montreal. He is survived 
by children Joanne 
(MacPhail), Michael, Leslie 
(Crevier) and David. 
Chuck was 85. 


Gregory John O’Connell, 
L BSc 69, died on October 
4, 1998, in Dundas, Ont., 
after a long battle with 
cancer. He was an Associ- 
ate Professor at McMaster 
University and medical 
staff at Hamilton Regional 
Cancer Centre. Gregory is 
survived by wife Maureen 
and children Caitlin and 
Eamonn. He was 50. 


Beatrice (Thorn) Kemp, S 
BA 73, died November 30, 
1998, in Montreal. She had 
worked for McGill Univer- 
sity’s English department 
and Crown Trust. Beatrice 
is survived by her husband, 
Thomas Henry, and 
daughters Sheila (Hucke) 
and Carol (Wetmor). She 
was 75. 


Henryk Reizes, MA 75, 
died on October 25, 1998, 
in Montreal, after a long 
battle with cancer. He was 
a gifted designer for three 
decades. Henryk is sur- 
vived by partner Sylvia 
(Pain) and sons Stephen, 
Peter and Alexander. 


Raphael Imer died acciden- 
tally on December 6, 1998, in 
Montreal. An international 
student, he was in third year 
studio arts at Concordia. 

He is survived by his mother, 
father and brother in 
Switzerland. He was 22. 


9 Paul Earle Wright, BSc 
(biol.), is a student at the 
University of British Columbia in 
a 12-month teachers’ develop- 
ment program, and lives in Burn- 
aby, B.C. Paul writes, “Next year 
I'll be teaching middle-years sci- 
ence. I am still single. I would like 
to hear from anyone who lived in 
Hingston Hall Residence during 
the 92-93 school year and any bi- 
ology graduates from 1995.” His 
e-mail: paulw@intergate.bc.ca. 


4 Carol Turner, BA (French), 
is the Purchasing Manager 
at Novartis Pharmaceuticals in 
Whitby, Ont. She is married with 
one child and lives in Oshawa. 


4 Khairol Nizam Abd 
Muen, BCom (econ.), was 
the Treasurer of the South East 
Asia Students’ Association while 
at Concordia. She is now an 
Assistant Secretary in the Min- 
istry of International Trade and 
Industry in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Khairol’s e-mail: 
krul97.@yahoo.com. 


Hutoxi Batliwalla, BSc (exer. sci.), 
is now a Coach/Fitness Counsellor 
at the Fitness Institute in Willow- 
dale, Ont. Hutoxi married in July 
1998 and lives in Scarborough. 


Christopher Chan, BEng (civil), 
is a Geotechnical Engineer for 
EBA Engineering in Baltimore, 
Md. He writes, “I wish to hear 
from anybody from the civil 
engineering graduating class of 
98.” His e-mail: 
christopher.chan.1998@ 
alumni.concordia.ca. 


Lauchlin Andrew Murray, BA 
(journ. & poli. sci.), is a Construc- 
tion Inspector for Marshall Mack- 
lin Monaghan in Fredericton, N.B. 
He writes, “I am currently work- 
ing on the new highway in New 
Brunswick. I will spend the early 
part of 1999 on vacation in North- 
ern Italy, and will return to Cana- 
da to pursue my career in journal- 
ism. Until then I stay busy work- 
ing in pastels, studying aikido and 
working on my cooking skills.” 
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Unless otherwise noted, 7:00- 
9:30 p.m., 1455 de Maison- 
neuve W., H-767, $16. Call 
(514) 848-3817. 


NM AFC. 2 OF. 
Alumni Sugaring-Off Party: 
Cabane-a-Sucre Famille 
Ethier, Mirabel. Map pro- 


‘vided. $17; children 6-12, 


$8.50; children 2-5; $5; 
sleigh rides $2. 1:00 p.m. 
Transportation on your 
own. RSVP by March 22. 


APRIL 12 
California Dreamin’ at Sternz 
Rhapsody: Cooking Class and 
Tasting: With Executive Chef 
Norman Allen. Sternz Rhap- 
sody, Cavendish Mall. $20; 
$25 with glass of California 
wine. 7:30-9:00 p.m. 


BP Bh 2 
Protecting Your Investment 
and Retirement Portfolios 
Against Market Volatility. 


yA al eo 
Guided Tour of the Cana- 
dian Centre for Architecture 
and historic Shaughnessy 
House. 1920 Baile St. $8. 
6:00-7:00 p.m.; centre open 
until 9:00. 


|e Sa 
Cirque du Soleil: The Magic 
Begins Again! Their new 
production. 8400 2nd Ave., 
St. Michel, 8:00 p.m., $42. 


Fs. 2 ee 
Celebrating Menopause: 

A Psycho-Social Approach. 
With expert Kathryn 
McMorrow, S BA 67. 


MAY 26 

Child Custody in the New 
Millennium: New Rules, 
New Roles. 





| a: a 
1999 All Canadian Universi- 
ties Dinner. Chicago Univer- 
sity Club. Call (519) 
824-4120, ext. 6533. 


MARCH 14 
Audubon’s Wilderness 
Palette: The Birds of 
Canada: Museum of Civi- 
lization, Hull, brunch 11:30 
a.m., lecture by Concordia 
professor of Art History 
David Lank, 2:00 p.m. $20, 
children under 12, $10. 

Call (613) 733-9109. 


APRIL 11 
Sugaring Off Party: Fulton’s 
Pancake House, Lanark 
County. 12:00 noon. 

Pay your own way. 

Call (613) 562-3539. 


MAY 13  —_ 
Annual Dinner: Army Off- 
cers’ Mess, Somerset St., with 
George Haynal, L BA 67, 
Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Americas. Call (613) 733-9109. 











Washington, D.C. 


SP BL 2. 
Alumni Reception: Join vis- 
iting Montreal alumni, Di- 
rector of Alumni Affairs 
Ann Vroom and Concordia 
professor Frederick Krantz. 
Canadian Embassy, 501 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Call 1-888- 
777-3330 


APRIL 16 

1999 All Canadian Universi- 
ties Event: Canadian Em- 
bassy, 6:00 p.m. Call (202) 
752-2864. 











Who’s Teaching Whom, What, Where And When? 
%, 8. 


“| * , = ~ ‘ 
a i ><. (1) Loyola classroom in the 


Fe { ; = early years 
; (2) SGW classroom in the 


os . : YMCA building 


BY Nancy MarreELLI, BA 84, . ca 
i 
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UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 







Life in the classroom has 
definitely changed over the years! 


: , = ——~ ' 
(4) D.B. Clarke lecturing in he Nori Building 
~4 ihathicis 


. a 







(3) Class in Loyola’s Drummond Science Auditorium, 1964-65 


(5) 2??? 


| 





If you have information on any of 
the above photos, please contact us. 


Concordia University Archives 

1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
Montreal, Quebec H3G 1M8 

tel: (514)848-7776; fax: (514)848-2857 
e-mail: nmareli@alcor.concordia.ca 
websites: http://archives3.concordia.ca/ 
http://archives3.concordia.ca/Jazz.html 
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Maclean’s ignores the essentials 


BY BENET DAVETIAN, BA 96, MA 98 


Benet Davetian entered Concordia as a 
mature student; his GPA for his BA was 
4.12, for his MA, 4.13. He also did a mi- 
nor in creative writing, producing a 
prize-winning book of fiction, The Sev- 
enth Circle, and received three presti- 
gious fellowships. He is currently teaching 
sociology at Concordia and doing doc- 
toral research here. 

This is a critique of the annual 
Maclean’s magazine survey of Canadian 
universities, in which Concordia regularly 
fares poorly. It is excerpted from the 
November 1998 Atlantis, a journal of 
social theory and critique started by 
Davetian. 


n the span of a few years, the 
Maclean’s yearly report on 
“excellence” in Canadian univer- 
| sities has managed to confer 

- legitimacy upon itself. While the 
study mentions the necessity of 
maintaining and increasing the quality 
of our educational system, it oversim- 
plifies the complexity of education. Just 
about every category of measurement 
in the rankings has to do with money. 
Not one of the categories is connected 
to a university's moral commitment to 
educating the general population. 

The rankings create an educational 
Darwinism that unjustly demoralizes 
the underrated universities while over- 
valuing the well-funded schools. Espe- 
cially so, because not one of the selected 
categories involves the opinions of the 
students themselves. And, doubly so, 
because the study doesn’t take into ac- 
count the groundbreaking work being 
done by the specific departments that 
make up the university. 

Commerce, engineering, 
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sociology/anthropology, communica- 
tions, journalism, creative writing and 
fine arts? No one at Maclean’s cares that 
a school like Concordia leads in all 
these fields. The magazine is content to 
shove the school to the bottom of the 
list because it didn’t spend a fortune last 
year on its library. 

No, money is not the answer. It’s the 
ability of the professors to inspire inter- 
est that counts, not the size of classes or 
the amount of money available for stu- 
dent services. Nor is educational excel- 
lence about what percentage of 
first-year course instructors are tenured 
or tenure-tracked. A more productive 
question might be: In those universities 
where introductory courses are taught 
by tenured and tenure-stream faculty, 
how accessible are those teachers to the 
students? And who does the grading, 
the teacher or a teaching assistant? The 
question might reveal some disturbing 
answers about the “winners.” 

Maclean’s counts the number of 
books bought by a university’s library 
in a given year, pretty meaningless in an 
era of inter-library agreements, and 
counts only the “numbers of dollars of 
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federal research grants obtained by fac- 
ulty,” condemning those departments 
that receive provincial and corporate 
grants. In any case, too much research 
money can be more of a curse than a 
blessing when it comes to the students’ 
need for coherent teachers. 

Nor does the magazine care much 
about what a university manages to do 
with its student body. It treats the en- 
tering grade point average of incoming 
students and the number of scholar- 
ships they obtained prior to university 
with reverence, but ignores awards pro- 
cured during and following their un- 
dergraduate work. This is a convenient 
way of ignoring those universities that 
accept students with modest back- 
grounds and then inspire them to excel. 

What, in addition to money, deter- 
mines academic excellence? Let the edi- 
tors take into account the number of 
mature students accepted; the number 
of students accepted with averages be- 
low 80 percent but who do well in sub- 
sequent university work; the total dollar 
value of all faculty grants; the local, na- 
tional and international awards secured 
by students; the number of books and 
articles published by faculty; the opin- 
ion of students regarding their first-year 
professors and their program of special- 
ization; and the quality of the universi- 
ty’s writing program. 

According to the Maclean’s ratings, 
had Concordia been a good university it 
would never have let me in. Nonsense. | 
am grateful they let me in, and I am 
proud to remain there. And so are the 
thousands of intelligent, socially con- 
scious students who attend this school. 
But, hey, some money would help. ® 


For a copy of the entire text please contact 
Davetian at davetian@generation.net 





‘ d 
You've made 
the grades. 
st? 
Now it's 
@ 
payback time. 
10008 RAD Exhilaration, amazement, relief. You’ve graduated. 
RECOGNITION Congratulations! Ford wants to recognize your achievement by 
REBATE ‘le Cope if oar ue: 
making it easier for you to purchase or lease a new vehicle. 


To help you get your future into gear right now, you can choose: 


$1000 GRAD REBATE on a Red Carpet Lease or purchase 


— bus i ww Ford. Linc hVlelvatiaVve sivalle 
Ferd Motor Company of Canada, Lemited of any new Ford, Lincoln or Mercury vehicle. 





| Who Qualifies? 


Graduates trom a two year minimum college diploma program, a recognized military and 


eS 
— LINCOLN police academy, a university degree program, a full-time university post-graduate program 
: | or a three-year CEGEP D.E.C. program 
_—eee 


Graduates must be Canadian residents with proof of graduation between 
May 1. 1996 and December 31. 1999 
SEE YOUR FORD OR 
LINCOLN MERCURY DEALER 
FOR FULL DETAILS Employees of the Ford Motor Company of Canada, Limited, under the ‘A’ Plan, and their 


Delivery of vour new vehicle must be taken by December 31. 1999 





relatives are not eligible for the ‘Ford Grad Recognition’ Rebate 


Otter expires December 3 


Special Rates for Concordia FS 
Alumni Association Members. 


National Car Rental is pleased to extend special rates — starting from only $41 per day - 
to Concordia Alumni Association members in over 300 of its locations across Canada. To take 
advantage of this offer, simply provide your discount number (3613157) when you reserve, 
and present your membership card at the rental counter. In addition, you'll be entitled to 
Canadian Plus points or AIR MILES” reward miles at participating locations in Canada. 


To enjoy express service, join our Emerald Club“ 


XY I‘ F:Ti[e) 172) MOclaniogel: 


To reserve, call 1-8O00-CAR-RENT (1 800 227-7368) 





They’re ready to take 
on the world! 
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ack then, when you 
were looking for a 
business school, you 
made the right choice - you 
chose Concordia. 
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Why? Because you knew it 
had one of the best business 
programs available. 

Small classes, an internation- 
ally diverse faculty, a relevant 
and global curriculum based 
on the needs of business and 
as you know, some very suc- 
cessful alumni to prove it. 


So today, if you're looking 
for bright, talented and 
enthusiastic future leaders to 
take your organization to the 
top, recruit a Concordia 
Commerce grad. It’s one of 
the best investments you'll 





ever make. 


Commerce Placement Centre 


We offer a personalized approach to meeting your recruitment needs. 


Tel: (514) 848-4245 Email: placementcentre@mercato.concordia.ca 
Fax: (514) 848-4298 Web: www-commerce.concordia.ca/place.htm 


real 


education 
UNIVERSITY for the real wwrorliqd 
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WwWww.concordia.ca 





